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Several Dis couRSES, 
From Fob» IX, and XXXIX: 


And Jeſus ſaid, For Judgment I am 
come into this World; That they 
' which ſee not, might ſee; and that 
they which ſee, might be made blind. 


N this Chapter you have an Account 
of Chriſt's curing a man on the Sahbboth 
' Day, . who was blind from his Birth » 
which wonderful and miraculous Cure 
is deſcribed three Ways, iz. 

FirfF, By the Occaſion and Precedent 
Circumſtances of it, from the 1/#. to the 
6th. verſe: In the laſt Verſe of the former 
Chapter, you read, That the Fews and Pha- 
ri/ces 800k, up Stones, to ſtone our dear Saviowr ; 
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(4) 


becauſe he ſaid, before Abraham was, 7 ar, 
verſe 58. But Jeſus hid himſelf, and Were On 
of the 1 emple;"gomng thro? the midſt of *tm, and 
L ſo paſſed ly; and ſays the firlt verſe of this 
| Verſe 3. 9th. Chapter, As Feſus paſſed by, he ſaw a 
Adan that wasblind from his Birth. 
Where Chriſt paſled by, the Evangeliſt 
doth not tell us; but the word imports, 
a paſling by ſome way ſide, when he ſaw 
this poor man, who was born blind : His 
being blind from his Birth, is particularly 
named ; becauſeſuch Blindneſs is judged in- 
curable as to the Art of Man. The Diſci- 
ples upon this, came to Chriſt, 41d atked 
| Verſe 2-him; faying, Maſter who did ſin, this man, or 
F- his Pares ts, that he was born Hind Chriſt 
gave them this Anſwer, Fhat neither this 
Man not bis Parents had. ſinnta, but that the 
l Ver 2-Wor ks of God ſhould be made manife#t in him. 
A You muſt-not underſtand our Saviour here, 
as either aſſertiog, that this blind Man, or - 

| his Parents had no ſin, and a degree of Sin, 

that juſtly deſerved ſuch a Puniſhment ; ſor 

no man (ſince the Fall) was born, or lived 
without fin, except Chriſt, who was. holy, 
harmleſs, and without ſin. But the mean- 

ing of Chrilt's Anſwer is this, viz. That 

this. Affliction came not upon this Man, el- 

; ther for any perſonal Sin of his own, (for 
ke conld not be guilty of aCtual ſin, before he 

was born ) nor yet for any ſin that his Pa- 
rents had committed, Bue- that "= Works L of 


«- 4 
* p 
. TT m4 
8 a 
I LL 


4, | et zo WE” 
&. ; FAO «<8 : 
7 ey 4. a 


__ of them that exerciſeth it: He went ro the 


(5) "" 
God might be manifeſted, and made gloyiohy in John « 
bim; both his Work of Power} 1n afflifting 4. * 
of;him, and his Works of Mercy, in Cu- | 
ring him; as there are Afﬀictions, whichyee, 
are Puniſhments from God, for ſin; 10 there | 
are ſome that are only Tryals. #or a feafun 
(if need be) ſays the Apoſtle, Te are mn {Hea- _ 
vineſs, thre manifold Temptations, that vhe; 5 * 
Tryal of your Faith, bein; much -more preciois 
than of Gold that periſheth, &c. might te 
found unto' Praiſe and Hunour at the appearing 
of Chriſt. | "ts 3 

Tho? fin is the Cauſe of all Aﬀlictions3 yore. ® 
yet God doth not always afflict his People ; 
for kn2- Sometimes he doth 1t, to try their 
- Faith and Patience, and to make known 
his Power, and Goodnels, in helping and 
faving of them: But, 19 2641 

Secordty. This Cure.is deſcribed by the 
Manner and Means of it, Andthat was Clay, - - 
and Spittle, a very unlikely Means to eftect\. ,_ 
fuch a great Cure. Verſe 6, 7. Fe/as fpat 
pon the Ground, and made Clay of the Spiitle, 
and he anointed the Ees of the blina Man with "Y 
the Clay; and ſaid unto him, go waſh in the F 
. Pool of Siloam) and he went his way thcretore, 

_ and waſhed, and came away ſeeing. '»Obſerve : 
' this by the way, That true Faith, joyned Note. 
and" accompanied with hearty and- ſincere 
Obedience, never faileth the Expectation 


LE 


.- Pool (believing the means wonijd do,.) and; 
-».came away ſeeing A 3 Chrift 


or. 19, 


(Ss) 
Chriſt wrought this Miracle, fo prove 
his Divinity and Godhead, which the Jews 
denied; and that he might do it effeftually, 
He 1/t. makes choice, not only of a Bliad- 
man, but one that was born-blind, that was 
incurable to the Judgment of humane art. 
2aly, He made uſe of ſuch Means (to effect 
this Cure) that had not any, appearance of 
Vertuein it; nay, the Means he uſed, was 
more like to put out the Eyes of one that 
ſaw, than give fight to one that was blind. 
This ſhews the Power and God-head of 
Chriſt , who is able not only to work with 
little Means or without Means, but. to effect 
great and ſtrange things, even by contrary 
Means, as here. | | 
Thirdly. By the Conſequents, or Events 
that enſued upon it.which are theſe Four,v:z, 
-.1F, The man cur'd ( being returned 


\ bome to his Parents,) The Neighbonrs brought 


him .to the Phariſees, informing them what a 
Card Chriſt bad done, and wrought, from the 
8:4." to 14th ver. This Cure was fo. mira- 


-culous, That che Neighbours when they ſaw the 


Man, they were at a ſtand, whether ut was he, 
or not ; ſome ſaid it was he, others ſaid it was 
not he ; but he ſaid, I am be that was blind, 
Then they ached him, how his eyes were opened, 
and who opened them ? and be (cid, a man that 


38 called Feſus, made clay, and opened mine eyes. ©. 


He told them not only, who did this Cure, 


but the Means by which'it was effeted, Bot 
| . 2 $5 


7 (7) Fu 
24ly. He being brought tothe Phariſees, 
(whether in the Temple, or in ſome great 
Court, is not certain, nor material.) They 
enquired of him, how Chr:ſt cured: hum, and 
whore he was ? whicn at the preſent he: could not 
. tell: They chid bim ſeverely, for bus confeſſing 
Chriſt, and caſt him out upon that _ accourt ; 
From the 14#h. to 3 5th, The Phariſees /eciug 
the Man, und the Cure, were in a debate .- 
among themſelves, whethr Chriſt was from yer, «5, 
God, or not-* Some of them ſaid, He was; 0- 16. 
ther s ſaid he Was not, but he was a Sinner, (bez 
Canſe be kept not the Sabaoth Day) beirg in 
this debate, they asked the blind Man, what 
be thonght of the Adan that bai opened his eyes? VS 17. 
and he ſaid, he is a Prophet : Then they calls © 
6d' his Partnts, and atked them, if this were & 
their Son, that was born blind, and who cured 
him, and how he was cared ? to which his Pa- 
rents anſwer*d diſcreetly & warily; they ſaid, 
That he was their S1n,& that be was burn ind; 
bur how, or by what means be was cured, they 
ſand, they could not telly he is of Age ( ſaid 
) ask him, be ſhall [peak ft or b;melf : his; Ver. 22z -: 
Parents ſpake theſe Words, becauſe they fear» 33* 
e4 thr Jews; for the Tews bad arreed a'rea- 
ay, that if any Man did confeſs he was the 
Chriſt, be ſhou'd be put out of the Synagogue. 
Obſerve, That Fear is often a tempti- Note. © - 
on'to Men, to deny the Truth, or at leaſt + #4 
"not to own it: Solomon ſays, That the fear 
of AMdan, bringeth a Sword: The Phart- 
| | A 4 ſees 
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ſees not being able to ger any thing out of his 
Parents; calls for the Man that was blind; 
78 and-ſaid unto him, give God the Prajſe, for 
| Ver. 24. me know that: this Ian is a Sinner ; Thus 
| far they ſpake well ; for the Man had great 
Cauſe to praiſe God, by whoſe Power exer- 
ted by Chriſt his Son, he had received his 
ſight : But the Deſign of theſe Wretches 
w2s to vilifie Chriſt, in, thro?, and by whom 
God the Father is glorify*d: They told the 
poor Man that Chriſt had cured, that he 
which had opened his Eyes, was a ſinner; 


ming that he was not only a Sinner, but a 
notorious ſcandalous Sinner : Well, ſays 
F the poor Man, wherher he be a ſinner, or nos 
+ Ver. 25- | þ,ow not ; but this I know, that whereas -1 
was blind, now I ſee: They could not by all 
their Skill, cauſe the Man to deny the Mi- 
racle wrought; he ſtood ſtoutly to aftirm 
that he was born blind, and that Chriſt 
(whom they ſaid was a Sinner) had cured 
4 him : Upon this, they reviled him, and ſaid, 
E Ver. 27+ th: art one of his Diſcip!es, but we are Moſes's 
28% D:ſcipless Here they oppoſe Chriſt, and 

Hoſes, whereas Moſes was but the Type, 

Chriſt the Antype; they ſpoke honourably 

of Moſes, but revilingly of Chriſt, who was a» 
| bore'him, calling him Fellow, and ſaid, rey 
| Ver. 29e new nor whence be was ; They might have 
1 known, that he was from God; for he did 
-— thoſe things, which never Man did,: a0 | 
E ' 4 C 


here they maliciouſly defamed Chriſt, affir+ . 


ol 
vl F 


could not be effefted by any thing lefs tha 

by a divine Power ; but their Eyes. were 
blinded, and their Hearts judiciouſly hard- 
ned, as a juſt Judgement, for their wilful_ 
ſhutting their Eyes, and rejecting of Chriſt 
the Son of God ; They ſtudied all they could 
to 1hut out the Light, by which they ſhould 
- have ſeen and kuown from whence Chriſt 
was: The poor Man marvelled at their Ig- 
norance and blindneſs, in not knowing 
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from whence Chriſt was, ſince he had done yer. 9e; 


ſuch a great thing, as to open the Eyes of 


one that was born blind ; He goes onto prove ver. 3. 


that Chriſt came from Heaven, and was ſent 


of God. As yet this poor Man did not ap- Note» © 


prehend, that Chriſt had opened his eyes by 
an immediate divine Power, bur. that he was 
a Prophet ſent of God, who by his Power 
and Authority, had opened his eyes, -f this 


Lan were not of God ; that. is, it he had not yer. 32, 


ſome ſpecial Power and Authority from God, 
and ſome ſpecial Preſence of God with him, 
he could do nothing ; that is, nothing..of 
this Nature, to open the eyes of one borr 
blind; this is a work (as if he had ſaid) that 
is beyond the Power of Man, and beyond that 
Power that we read, God did ever betruſt a: 
ny. Man with, therefore he muſt be from 
God ;: upon this they excommunicated him, 


. Caſting kim out of Communion with the Jews» Ver: 344 |; 


 iſh/Church - But, = 
- 8/ay. Chriſt, ypon this their. dealing thus 
£55 | EN wit 
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Himſeif more fully to him, from the 35th, 
to 39. Jeſus beard,thart thry bad caſt Him out g 


Ver. 35- 4nd when ve bad found Him(mwiether caſually, of 


by diligent ſearching for Him, is not ſa4. ) 
He ſaid unto him, doſt thou Believe on the 
Son of God ? art thou ready truely ro Ems 
brace Me the Saviour of Loſt Sinners ? who 


Ver. 36. am not onely the Son of Man, but the Son of 


God, The poor man( as yet being igno* 
rant of Chriſts God head ) ſaid, who 3s be, 


Lord, that I may Believe-on bim?' As if hs . 


had ſaid, Lord, I am veady to Believe on 
him, and give up my ſelf in Obedience to hu, 


him, thos haſt both* ſeen him, and it vs be 
that talketh with thee, As-if Chriſt had ſaid 
1 am here , thow baſt not unely ſeen him with 
#he Eycs'of thy Body, but thou haſt. bad Ex+ 


| perience of his Divine Power, in opening thine 


Eyes wh» wert Blind, Miracles do not work 
faith, but Confirm it : This poor blind 
man , had experienc'd a Miracle . wrought 


. vpon himſelf ; bur yer he was unbelieving} . 


till Chriſ# gave him the Revelation of his 
Word, and fo reveal'd himſelf more fully co 
him: Upon this, the man's Fairh was Ter» 
minated, and Confirm'd in Chrift ; be ſaid, 


Lord | brlieve. Now is the work of. faith 
© wrought with Power ' in/ his heart: ' He 


ſaid, Lord, I acknowledge, and receive thee 


with the Man, Meets him, and: Reveals 


& 


as the Sov of Godt ' 1 am- fally pn 


{the Text, » Worſbiped him : He fell down ver. 38: 


ls 


(un) 

ied .thou art more than a meer. man, Ido 
zive up my ſelf to thee to be rul'd, and 
zovern'd by thee as my Zora: - And' ſays 


ppon his face before him z-and, as a Ter 
timony *of his Faith in Him as the 
wv of God, he. perform'd ſome exter- 
nal Aft of Adoration to Him. "Wes 
But laſtly, Chr: upbraids the Fews, for 


(when be ſaid) For Judgment ] am come in» 


ro this World, that they which ſee not, might Yer. 46. 


ſee, &c. Said: unto him, Are we blind alſo ? 
They began to be angry, being proud, and 
not patient ta be thought, or-called. blind :: 


T hey look'd upon themſelves 'as the Greas 


[reſt Lights in the Jewi({b Church : Now, 


f 


( ſays Chr:ft ) in anſwer to the Inquiry, Are 
we blind alſo? If you were blind, you ſhould 


have no fin; that is, if your Ignorance. of. 


| me, or of my Goſpel, where ſimple, and 


| 


not. affeted, which is the. worſt of Igno- 
rance., you -ſhould not have. ſo much fin, 
as you have upon you; but now ye ſay, we 


ſee your ſin. remaineth: Since you are 0-Ver. qr; . 
\pinionated, . that you ſee, and boaſt of your.qq,,.. + 


Knowledge in. the Law, as if you were 
the only Perſons that ſaw, or knew any 
thing , and. upon this Preſumption Reject 
me,. and the  Do&rine- of Salvation ». your 
ſin _remaineth, and is not pardon'd. to. you. 

Ly: ED | Whence 


their blindneſs, and unbelief; from the 39, ,-- 
to the end. The Phariſees being with Chriſt ,,.. 


*% 


5 SIBCEEND- a 
F £ 4 #3 - is the, ch 
LEOPEL F086 £7 CL OOPS 
F 


| EW 
Whence obſerve, that without a true' 
Note, ſaving ſight of fin, which carrys the Soul 
out of its ſelf ro Chriſt for Pardon, and' 
Remedy, There 1s no hope of Pardon, 
from all the Mercy that is in God. l 
Thus I have brought you to the wor 
of my Text, which are big with Mei 
and Judgment, in which words you haye 
theſe three parts. viz. | 
The parts Firſt, the Perſon ſpeaking, and that is 
of the  Feſus Chriſt, And Feſus ſaid : Theſe words 
"_ dropt out of the Sweet Mouth and Lips 
Matt. 7. of Chriſt, who Taught not as the Scribes, 
ult. 29. but as one having Authority. 
24ly. The perſons ſpoken to, namely 
Rom- 2. the 7ews, and Phareſces, a Wiſe and Learned 
39» **- People in the Law; they boaſted of their 
". Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, when indeed they 
were Blind and [gnorant, and in a miſerable 
Note condition. Whence obſerve, that peoples 
opinion of themſelves, may be better than 
their ſtates are: Solomon tells us of ſome, 
Pro- 39. that are pure #1 their own eyes, and yet 
** were not waſt'd from their filthyneſs : 
Many think and flatter themſelves that 
they are &K:ch, and full, and bave need of _ 
Rev. 3. nothing, and know not that they. are Poor, / 
15» 16+ and Blind, Naked, Wretched, and Miſerable : 
| Thus, many deceive themſelves, and put a 
dreadful cheat upon their precious Souls. 
But 34ly, you have the predicate, or thing 
ſpoken of, by Chrift, to this rogny Wn: 
| | - nels 
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(13) 
theſe words : For Fudgmemt I am come into this 
f World, that they which fee not, might ſee ; and 
| that they which ſee,might be made Blind; aſtart= 
T ling, and a wakening Word! 
 Beforel lay down the Propoſition, I muſt 
A lirtle open the word Judgment in the Text, 
which will give great Light into it. 

Judgment, is taken many ways in the Holy 
Scripture : 1F, It is ſometimes taken for the 
Juſt Statutes, and Holy Commandements of 
God, PCſ.19.9. the Fudoments of the Lord (ſays 
David) are Pure, and Righteous altogether : 
2dly. For puniſhments Inflicted upon Chr:/t 
by God, for our fins, which we muſt have 
8 ſuffer'd in HeF, had not he born them for 
us on Earth : Acts. 8, and 33: /n his Humi- 
| Gation, his Fudg ment was taken away, and who 

can declare his Generation ? By humiliation 
here, 15 meant the Grave, and the bands of - 
Death, which Chrift ſuffer'd, and lay un- 
der for our Sins; and by Judgment is meant, 
the Hand (ſays one) and Counſels of God, juſt: 
ly affliting,and puniſhing his Son,our Surety, 
' for our Sins, and ſakes ; but this is not meanc 
in our Text. 34ly. It is taken ſometimes, for 
\ the moderation, or meaſure which God keeps 
in Chaſtizing of his People : O Lord Corrett 
me ( ſays ihe Prophet ) but with Judgment ; let 
"it be with meaſure, and moderation, not in thire Jer. 16. 
Avger, leſt thou bring me to nothing. God 
' bath not ty'd himſelf, not to Afict his p2o- 
-Þle ; be will debate with them, but it ſhall be 
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Mat. 8. 
23. 


Jude. 5. 
I5, 


wn 


Pſal. 72. 
I, 2s 3 


Tn meaſure he keeps time and .meaſure with 
enter into Judgment. with God: But 4th.for 
' will Execute upon Wicked Men, at the laſt 


day ; the ( Lord, fays the Apoſtle, )will Come ; 
with Ten thouſand of his Saints ; to do what ? 


: demnation, upon all that fhall then be found 


the Salyation of Singers, by his Death; hat 


14) 


his in afliting of them, ſo that they cannor 


the Wrath, and Vengeance of God, which he| 


To Execute fudgment upon all that are Ungod- 
ly, &c. The day of Judgment, will be a paf- 
ſing of an Irreyocable Sentence, and Con” 


Enemies to Chrift, and his Pure Goſpel : But 
laſtly : It is alſo ſometimes taken for the 
Spirit of Wiſdom, and Juſtice, to know and 
diſcern what is Right, what is wrong, what i 

Good, and what isEvil. Give the King ( ſays 
the Pfalmiſt) thy Tudg ments, and thy Righteonſs 
neſs to the King?s Son ; but neither of theſe 


ſenſes are meant in the Text. 


Quelt. What is then meant by Fudgment ? 

Anſw, 1ſt. Some by Judgment here under- 
ſtand the Eternal Counſel, and Decree of 
God, as if Chriff had ſaid, I am come into 
this World, to Execute the Righteous Will, 
and Counſels of my Father; and the Event 
of it is this, viz, that ſome, who ſaw 
not, ſee ; and ſome who ſee, ina ſenſe are- 
made blind : This I conceive, is not prima- 
rily meant here ; *cistrue, Chrif eame into. 
the World, ts do the Will of his Father, and 
to Execate his Eternal Purpoſes of Grace, in 
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x Agony to fave them from Hell, and Wrath: 
| Thad rathec Fall in, and acquieſce with thoſe 


(ts) 
yet1 cannot think,. that this is meant primas .. 
rily by Judgement -herez. tho? ſome great ' 
Men, would have it fo : Dur, - A 
Seconaly, Others by Judgement here, une 
_ 'derftand the Senrence -of ' Condemnation z 
«a9 if Chriſt had faid, 1 8m come to. exrcute 
"the Judgement 'of Condemnation 3 but, this 
is not meant by it, for if you take it, in this 
| Senſe, youll hind it hardly reconcileable with 
what is ſaid; Jobn g, 18. God fent not #% John 1 10s 
Son to condemn the World, but that the World 
thro? vim might have life: Chrilt's firſt co- 
ming was not 2s 2 Judge, but as a Sgviours 
| be came not in the days of his Fleſh,to con- 
demn Sinners, but by his Death ond bloody Luke '» 


JOs 


Divines, that by Judgment here, anderſtand 
the ſpiritaq} Government of the World by 
Chriſt, committed to him as Mediator, by 
God his Father, and managed by bam with 
perfet' Equity and Righteouſheſs- | Thus 
udgement is ſometimes taken in Scripture; 
be.” Father (ſays Chriſt,) judgeth no men, $_ 
n 


that is, b#e by {is Son, for he has commited all John $3.. 
Judgements to him, this i it is underſtoad in — 2. 1s | 
my TYext- God governs and judges the 
Workd now by his Son Chriſt, that all men 


w him, -as they honour the Father, 


and 

t part ef this Government of the 
World by Chriſt, was his promulging, and 
publiſhing his ererluting Goſpel, wbch | s 
; Calle 


Phil. 2. 
I5- 

Rom, 1. 
IG. 


(16) 
called the word of Life, the Power of God, 
to the ſaving of them that belitve, and the 
Law of Faith : The Effect of this is twofold, 
1/7, :That they which ſee not, might ſee, i. e- 
that thoſe poor Souls who are ſpiritually 
blind, and ſo utterly unable to ſee, andfind 
the way that leads to Life, might thro” the 
Spirit (as this Man born blind ſaw clearly) 
be enlightned into the ſaving Knowledge of 


- Chrilt, and - of the divine Truths of the 


Goipel. * REO 
he ſecond Effet is, and a dreadful one 


too, that they web See inight be made Blind; 


that is, that rhoſe who think they ſee, and 


© boaſt oftheir Knowledge (as theſe did)mighs 


| Plal. 69. 
23. 


Paul ) if or Golpel be-hid, it is hid tothem 


through their prejudice to the Goſpel, & Infi- 
delity, be more Blind, \than they were from 
their Birth : There aretwo-things ſignift*d,in *- 
making perſons blind ; firſt,to kegp men fronr '. 
ſeeing, and knowing the Truth, when the ' 


Light of ir is ſet before them3 this is a 


dreadful judgment, and how many are there, 
in this miſerable caſe, they have the Light 
of the Word, ſhining in the midſt of them, 
and yet they diſcern it not : The Bible is a 
ſealed Book to many, they know nothing ſa- 
vingly, and feelingly, of the - truths and 
myſteries of the Goſpel : Þ heir eyes are blind- 
ed, (that tho? the Light ſhine, ) they cannot | 
behold it ; is notthe cafe of ſuch Souls dread- 
ful > to whom the Goſpel is hid ? yes (ſays 


_thag 


: py, £ 
es / SPB. 2. ov 
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| (17) | 
that «re loft, , But 24ly.. To make blind, is 
ro: increaſe; Ignorance, for the great Abuſe 
of former Knowledge and Light; this hap- 
pened: to them, ſpoken of by Pal, 2 Theſ. 


2.11, 12. For this Cauſe God. ſball ſend ther | 
: ſtrong Deluſions, that they. [bould believe a Lie, 


that they all might be damned, who believe not 
the Truth, but have pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs : 
This is a dreadful Judgement ; but what is 
the Cauſe of it? Verſe 10th. tells you, Be- 


cauſe they received not the Love of the Truth, . 


2 Cor: 4« | 


that they might be ſaved: By Truth is "meant FP. 7+ 
the ſaving. Truth of the Goſpel, which is p27” ,. 


called the. Word. of Truth: There: is a 
Truth natural which the Heathens had, and 
detained.in Unrighteodſneſs, which brought 
Gods. Wrath down from Heaven upon them - 


There is a ſupernatural Truth from divine 


Revelation : This is here meant, the Abuſe 


'of which Truch highly provokes God to 


give up men judicially co the Deluſions of Sin 


and the Devil; and ar Iaſt (as the juſt E- 


vent and Effett of their rejecting the truth, 
ahd- believing Lies) are damned- Theſe 
Wretches, that receive not the Love of the 
truth, are firſt puniſhed wich ſpiritual Judg- 
ments,..and: then with eternal ones; they 
are fit{t þlinded: here judicially, and then as 


the jaſt Reward, (of their reje&ing Chriſt, & 
_ the:truth as it is in Jeſus). they zre damn'd. 
Having divided, and opencd the Text, | ſhall, 
lay down. this one, general Propoſition, vz. . 


ci ite 86 Gogh hy. Shri, in ulh Jorge 
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' ment, gives over fuch as are enemies to his- 


Goſpel, tothe Deluſions of the Devil, and 
their own Hearts, 'to'be hatdned and blind- 


_ ed, while others in Mercy-are entightned, 


and conyerted by it. - ©. © - | 
That 'Goſfpel' which makes the way of. | 


| Salvation by Chriſt, . clear and evident to 


2 Cor. 2. 
19; 16. 


Waiah $. 
I4, 15. 


Luke 2. 
34+ 


many ſouls who are in-darkneſs, and ſit as 
in the ſhadow of Death'; to others '(thro' 
their. ſpnorance, Prejudice and Malice, and 
the righteons Judgment of God, for their 
Perverſeneſs and Infidelity) proves a means 


to blind and harden their Hearts - That 


Ward and Goſpel, which to fome is a Sa- 
vour of Life unto Life, to others thro? their 
Pride. and Unbelief, is a Savonr-of Death . 
unto Death, In this ſenſe, theſe words agree 
with what was propheſied by the _ Pro- 
phet '1/aiah, He fhall be for a | ſanftuary, 
(fpeaking of Chriſt,) bat for a ſtone of ftum: 
bing, and for a Rockof Offence to both the Hon- 
ſes of Iſrael : For a Gin, and for a Snare to 
the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and many among 
them ſhall ſtumble and fall, 'and be broken, ſna- 
red, and taken: And with the words of good 


. old Simeon, to Mary the Mother of our Lord, 


to be 
N 


Fhis Child is ſet (ſays he) for the Fall, and 
Riſing apain of many in Iſrael ; and for a ſign 

Token againſt. By the Fall and Riſing 
again, is here meant undoubtedly, the Sal- 
vation and *Damnation of 'many+- ' Chrift 
will be the occaſion of many Peoples Damna- 


tion, eyen of all that reject him, and his 


pre- 


£29) 


-—— 


”— 


precibtis Goſpe), and' believe not it bim : , 


_ As Chriſt isthe Cauſe of many Peoples Sal- 
vation, eyeh of all that believe, - and ſhall be ſa- Atts 4- 
ved ; (for there is no-other Name, by which * 

; men can be ſaved, but by his) : So he is the | 
Cauſe of their” Damnation; eventuglly and 
rw wo ge © who oppoſe his Goſpel, and 
believes not in 

ſhall be damned : This is-the thing, which Mark 16: 

Chriſt tells us of, in my Text, and is ſpos ' 16 
ken of by Pas!, Behdld / lay in Sion 4 ftum- 
bling ftone; and rock of Offence, whoſoever belic- 
veth on him, ſhall not bt aſhamed,nor- confounded. 


hitn 3 for he that believeth not 


For the opening of this weighty Point; I 
all firſt ſhew yon what thoſe ſins are, which 


provoke God and Chriſt to ſach a-degree, 
as to blind and harden men by that means, 
"by which others are enlightened and foftned. 
Secondly,” Lay down ſome Concluſions, - 
forthe better clearing up'this.great Truth. 


Thirdly, ſhew you, how this ſtands with 


| the Holineſs arid Goodneſs of Gods to give 
Mer up to Blindneſs of Mind, and Hardneſs 
of Heart, ro believe Lies z that as Parl ſaith, 2 1hel. 


all Pleſh, bel thy poor finfal Dunſt, (the 
> pike by poor ff 


tory, the 
9? good 


Rom. 9, 
33. - 


they may be damned, \ * 2, 10, It 
* Fourthly, Then 1- ſtall ſum up the whole 
| with ſome praftical Application. 


. | Lorl, God; the F ather of the Sperits of 


” 


ſus Chriſt's ſake, to whom gvith thy. Self, and 


for ever. Amen. 


provoke God to blind and harden many by 
the Word? I'll tell you in general, They 


Rotn. l-, 
21, 22» 


PC. 149, 
20. 


by words without. Knowledge , but be led wmto 
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(20) 


good of Souls,  O:! let bim not. darken Ccunſet, 


all truth, and cauſe it to ſhine tranſparently, 
ro the Convincing of .the erroneous World, the ( 
Converſion .of ſinners, and the eſt abliſhing th 
Children in their moſt holy Faith, \&c, for J 


eternal Spirit of Truth, be Honour and Glory 


Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew you what thoſe-ſfins are, 
which provoke God to ſuch a high degree, | 
as to'give men over to Blindneſs under the |; 
Goſpel. | 

Would yon know what thoſe fins are, that 


are ſins againſt Knowledge and Light. 

1/+. Sins againſt the Light of Nature: There 
are ſuch fins, which Paul ſpeaks of,that are 
of 2 provoking Nature, 4d highly di/pleaſing 
unto God: | When they knew God ;: that 1s, 
by the Light of Nature; for the Light of 
the Word they had not as for his Judge- 
ments and his Statutes, (ſays the Pſalmiſt) 
they have not. known them ;, they glorified him. 
not as God, but became vain in their Ima- 
ginations» and their fooliſh Hearts were |: 


. Carkened/* Theſe Heatþens-had. the Light}. 
.of . Nature, which was ſufficient to let *em 


know that there 'was'a God., and that He. 


* was not. like a Man, or a Beaſt, or a.creep- 


"Ing thing,' as 


they: fooliſhly imagined, fo | 
| 0 ©, that 


»": 
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that which might be known of God, is manifeſt Ver. 29. 
5n them, for God bath ſhewed it unto them ; for VEre 2% 
the invifeble'things of him, from the Creation of © 
the world, are clearly ſcen. What is ſeen ? 
Even his eternal Power and Godhead - But 
.how is this ſeen and underſtood ? Why, by : 


| the things'that are made : $o that they. are” 


without Excoſe, the Heavens declare (Gods Pal, ig. / 
Glory, "and: the 'Firmament ſhews his bandy , 2 
Work, Now this Light they abuſed and mif- V<r- 23+ 
improved; they changed the Glory of the 
incorruptible God, into an Image made like 
to'corruptible Man, and to Birds, and four 
footed Beaſts, 'thus they became vam in their 


own Imaginations : For which cauſe God gave Ver. 24. 
them'up'.to uncleanneſs, thro? the Luſts of 


#0 their own Hearts; yea, he gave them up to 


vile Aﬀections, and to a reprobaze Afind'; or, Ver«26: 
to a mind void of- Jadsment, to do thoſe 
things which are not convenient - Now, if 
fins againſt the Light of Nature, be of ſack 
an aggravating Nature, as to provoke Gpd, 
to give vp Perſons to blindneſs of Mir, 


— Whar will fins againſt the Light of the Gol:" 


pe] do ? the greater the Light-is that. Per- 
ſons ſim/againſt, the greater molt cheir Sin 
be, and the'more provoking in the Sight of 
God - Which brings 'me to the ' Pan 
Second thing s Namely, fins againſt the 
Light of 'the' Goſpel ; theſe are (great ſin, 
and provoke God highly to Anger; to re-. 
ject Chriſt, and his Goſpel, and not receive ' 
the Love of the Truth, -t 1s 48 Jeſus, is" 
EAN To 3 the ">. 


% 443 - ” 
whe. My 
LE Rk 


""c 22: 42 
- the ready way tv be judicially hardened and X 
blinded, and to be given up- by the holy 
2Theſ'2. God, to believe Lies, that we may be damn'd ; 
10, 1- If you read the Scriptures in the margent, 
&S wat-13 you will plaiply fee, | that; Gods judicial 
14 giving over this People ta blindneſs, 
—_— &c. was conſequent tq their. fioful. Ropping 
as 28, Of their Ears, ſhutting of their Eyes and fin- | 
26, 27. 00g againſt the light ofthe Word, & of their, 
own Conſcientes received from it+ It is: 
areadful-ſinning againſt the, Light of Con« 
ſcience, {which is Gods ſpy, and Mans Os 
verſeer) and the Light of. the holy Word ; 
for this cauſe many are blinded, and iudici= 
ally hardened by God the Judge of all : God 
hath given them, (ſays St. Paul). #he, Spirit 
Rom. 11, *f ſlumber, Eyes that they ſhould not ſee, _—_ A 
8, 9. FEars that they ſhould not 2M unto this day. ' 
p- Queff, But who are they, that thus ſin 2- 
gainſt Light ? The Light of | the Word, 


FA 


|. 
| 
| 
; 
i 
| 
: 
| 


and of Conſcience, which ſo highly. provoke 
God to anger againſt them ? --. 

Anſwer, Firſt; They are ſuch.as fin'after 
the many Warnings, and: Admpnitions gi- 
ven them by God; in his holy. Word. God's 
Trumpet (viz. bis Word,) is blown in Sin- 
ners ears dayly, - which calls oy toretreat 
and break off 'from ſin: (God ſaith ) /4y 

Prov. 1. Son, if Sinvers intice you, | (f they would 
have you partake with them in. their Sins) 
conſent thou not ; give no way to them, nor 
to their Temptations.z-they that ſin; with- O- 
thers, muſt look to ſuffer mo anvary. in 


their 


/ 


| ( 23 -N. 
their plagyes, without true. Repentance.. 
They Togyort fike Simeon and, Levi, Brethren 
. inlai Ds, ſhall alas ee in Miſe- 
LY. A Aerciore $- .-enter not into 

4 Path if rs Cay py ea way of evil p,,- ;J 
Aen : Avoid it; paſs not by it, turi from it, 115, 
and paſs away, Zi they fieep not, CXCceps they 16, 17. 
have dane. Miſchief, and they eat.the. Bread of 
Wickedneſs, &c. Oh 1 how, Cautelous is this 4 
Caution;to have a Care. of fin, and. of being 
led away by the Wicked into the evil Ways 
of it;  Forſake (ſays./God) the way of 190, cy 6 
Fooliſh, aud walk in the way, of Under ſtandings 17,1 | 
and. come out from amongſt them x aud. tough © 
«ot the .cenclean thing, and. will receive you, : . 
and be your. God, and you (hall. be my Sons and 
Dazgbters,ſaith the Lord. Sinners t You;can- 
got plead Ignorance, /as., an, Excuſe for 
your ſins, who live.under the Goſpel : You 
have heardghe Word of God preached of- 
ten by a many of Gods Servants, which call. 
you to. break off Sin by Reperrance; to plow | 
yp the fallow Ground of your. Hearts, and | 
nat. ſow. among Thorns , leſt tbe Fury of the J*. % YN 
Lord come forth like Fire, ard nime.can quench 31 * =} 
et, becauſe of the. evil of. your Noonges The 
Wordcalls: you to deny all Vngealineſs. and 
worldly Luſt: and to live ſ1berly, righteouſly and Tit. 2. 
godly, in_this_ preſent World : You have (you ” 
Wretches) been told often of Sin, and war- . 

ed againſt ir; and.yet you will venter upon 
it: You bave been told of your Pride, and 
Malice, and Swearing, calling God to dama 


_ co | 

your Souls; and of your Drunkenneſs, and 

Tim. 2. Sabboth-Breaking, and yet youlive intheſe 

13 Sins. This is indeed/to {rn againſt Light ; 

 3Tim. 6. Oh! have a Care, you provoke not God to 

'Pol2* give you wp to blindneſs of Mind, to deceive and 

co be deceived, Flee theſe” things, and 

follow after Righteouſneſs aiid Godlineſs, 
Faith, Patience, Love and Meekneſs: But, 

2aly. Such ſins againſt Light, &c. as 

Live in the total negle&t of thoſe Holy 

duties, which God calls for, and that they 

know wel), they ſhould be found in the prac- 

tice of : You have been told often, that 

2. you ought ro Pray, to continue in Prayer, and 

1Thel. 5. ro Pray alwayes ; that is, always to have your 

19» 20- hearts in a praying frame for God, and yet 

you Live in the negleft of it; there are many 

prajerleſs perſons, who mind not this Work, 

which 1s their priviledge as well as duty : 

You have been told alſo, that it is your duty 

to hear God's Word often, and to live the 

' Sermons in your Lives, which you hear with 

- . your Ears, out of the Pulpit ; and to read 

the Scriptures much, which are able to make 

you Wiſe unto Salvation : But Oh! how is 

this Work neglected by many ? if they ds 

hear, and read now and then, they mind it 

ror, but caſt the Word of God behind them : 

W hat wretches are theſe, not to'mind what 


Gal. 4- 


$51 29- 4 
--- and would not berepray'd by me; they hate 

eiadh Jo i i. knows 
” "7 ds . 


the Great King of Heaven, and Earth ſays 
to them : /havecalled (ſays God) but they bave - 
refuſed, and have ſet at now7ht all my Counſels, 


( uf } 
knowledge, and have not choſe the Lord; this 
is mater of Lamentation, and it ſhall be for 
a Lamentation, that the great God ſhould call 
after ſorry ſinful man, and he refuſe to hear 
and repard-; Is not this provoking ? what 
{ will God do to ſuch 2? Will he let them go 
unpuniſhed ? No, he'll lay his rep! Rod up- 
on -them, and Laugh when their C alamityy,.. , 
comes. Many are convinc'd, that it is their” 2g. 7 
,Cuty'to pray in their Families, and yet can 
go Days, Weeks, and Months without it, 
and God yever hear of them. I fear many 
profeſſors are guilty 1n this point; let me 
tell you, in'the Name, and/Fear of the dread- 
ful Goa;that theſe are dreadful ſins,and a rea- 

- dy way to bring Goas Curſe down vpon you-: | 
Pour out (ſays the Prophet ) thy Fury upon Jer. to. 
the Heathen, and the Families, which call not ult-' ©! 
upon thy Name : Here Heathens, and pray- 
erleſs Families, and Per'ons, are reckoned 
together, as being nothing better than they. 

Think often upon that word of the Apoſtle, 

He that knoweth to dv good, and doth it not, to ' Jam. 4. 

him it 1s'a fin. But, - 1%, 
| z4ly, Such perſons ſin greatly - againſt 

\ Lrght, that Live in theprattiſe of thoſe friis 

which they condemn in others ; it is'the 
trick of Hypocrites, and:wicked Men,to eon- 
demy that in others, which they allow, and. 
praQiſe | themſelves: Burt what ſaith Paz! 
ro ſuch! Kind of men ,' Arr rheu inexcuſeable 

O ' man,” whoſoever thu” art, that  Tudgeſs ® 

Fl or ' wherit thou Tudpeſt another, tha Conde ms 


_ 


Rom. 2s 
Il, 2, 7» | 
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FER (26 ) 
neſt thy ſelf 5 far thou that judgeſt, doſt. the 
ſame things. Bat we are ſure (ſays he ) that 
the Judgment of God is according to Truth, 
againlt ſuch, as commit ſuch thingyz thinkeſt - | 

thou this, O man! That judgeſt them which | 
do. ſuch things, and doeſt the fame; that | 
thou ſhalt eſcape the Judgment. of ;God ? 

_ Seneca wrote againſt Superſtitions, and the Su- 
perſtitious,and yetworſhip'd [mages himelf : 
Mapy condemn that as finful in others, which 
they allow in themſelves '; is not this to ſin 
againſt Light ? Let ſuch perſons have a care, 
they be not left of God, to. blindneſs of 
Mind, and hardneſs of Heart : One:he Con- 
demns for Covetouſneſs, . and - yet he is 
Covetous ; another for Pride,-and yet he is 

 - _, ..*+ Proud; ſuch were theſe in my Text; they 
| Rom. 2- ſaid, mer melt not commit Adultery, and yet 
| 9-209,00 they committed Adultery; they pretended to 

24 abbor Idols, and yet committed 'Sacriledpe ; 

| They taught,that a man mult not Steal, -and 
_ yet. they Stole; ſo, while they boaſted-of the 

_ » Law, they became Tranſgreſlors of itz and 

-. *Diſhonour'd God : But, 

- gtbly. They ſin againſt Light, that fin a» 
"_ the expreſs Threatnings of Godin. his 
Word againſt ſfin-\.; Hath not. God: ſaid, 
that to be ſure your:ſins ſhall find. pon 95 —— 
{. e- the puniſhments due. to: you for; them. | 


» 


Has not the Lord faid ex that the Wick- 
og Ped ſnail be turned into Hell, jj 7; "a 
' © that forget God ? and yet you go; on, as if 
God were bur ia jeſt, and did not mean as he 
| wh ſpake 


. 


| (/27.) x SO 

- Fpake, God hath 'thunder'dout his Judg- 
Lo. ag3ialt Sin, and Sinners 3 hehath ſaid | 
that be will wound the Head of bis Enemies, and pry, gg, 
the bairy Scalp of him that remasnets ſtill wn kis 21, . | 
ſims : And yet you go on, and hold your fins- 
faſt; tho? God ſets the point of theSword at 
your Breaſt, yet you will. go on in your fins, 
and Rebellion againſt him. Is not this (think 
you) to ſin againſt Light ? doth not this argns 
that the pleaſures of ſin doth :more delight, 
and pleaſe you, than theThreatnings of God. 
afright you? Are not many ſinners /ike the Le: Tg, gg 
viathan, that Laughs at the ſhaking of the 29. 
_ Thear ? many Laugh when they hear of Hed, 

but they will not, when they come there; 
there be many, ſo bold, that they deride Gods 
© threatnings; they ſay as them (who draw 
Iniquity with Cords of Vanity ), Let bimye... 5 
make ſpced, and haſten bis work, that we may ſee, 2, ? 
it, &c- As,if they bad ſaid, we have heard | 
that God will do. much againſt ſinners, and 
that his Judgments will Light upon them : 
Why do not he do it ? We would fain ſee it. 

. Let the Counſel of the Holy One of /ſra-. 
_e/draw nigh and come that we may know it. 
What wretches are theſe, thus to deride 
Gods threatnings! Let, ſuch vile ones re- 
_ meniber rhis, that for men to ſee Gods Fla- 

- mitigSword as it, were, drawn againſt fin and 

d yet ſtrengthen themſelves in fin,. 


MDC 


n againlt, Light and Knowledg, and rhe 
way hi bly | | 


- 


to 7 rovoke God. Anne 
— Byt Caſtly,: ſuch Go indeed againſt Light, 
TY Tar IE, 4 | | Fads: As 


SE b. ; 
as ſin af:er many Promiſes, and Vows made © 
apainſt it. How many have promiſed God 
fairly, toamenG and leave fin, and yet they 
20 on init? What ſays Solomon to ſuch ? 
When thou voweſt a vow unto God, defer not to 
* pay it « For he hath no pleaſure im fools ; ; pay that 
which thou ba(t vowd: Better 13 it, that thou 
ſhouldeſt not vow, than that thou ſhouldeft Vow, 
and nor pay : Suffer rot thy Mouth to cauſe thy 
Fleſh to ſin, &c, Many put God off, with ; 
.many good moarrows, and fair pr omiſes to 
Repent, and amend thei-ways, but mirid not 
to perform *em. A Vow is a religions promiſe 
made to Goud, to dedicate our ſelves to him, 
and to be for him; and for no other bu: him. 
Now, how greatly do they fin, that have not 
_ only purpoſed, but promiſed to leave ſin, and 
yet they Live in it? Every man that vows, 
' makes himſelf a debtor; he binds himſelf to 
God, in aſolemn manner: Now«for a man to 
fin after a vow, to vow himſelf ro Gad, ” and” 
yet give himſelf to Sin, and the Devil, is to 
ſin againſt Light, » ith a witneſs, Ler men 
have a cate what they do in this point, and e- 
ſpecially profeſſors, who have the vows ofGed 
- vpon them. Ir 1s dangerous to Leave God, 
when we have vow'd our ſelves to him - Thus 
much for the firſt general. 

2-ly, 1 ſhall now 1ay downa few propoſi- 
ti2n3>for the better clearing of the DoCtrine ; 

and they are, theſe ſix following, viz. 
Firſt Prop. That God Ometimes puni- 
ſhgth ſin, with ſin ; for fin, be gives men np of: 
ten 


== 
( 29-) 
ten to be Ted Capiive by their baſe Luſts. 
God gave them up ( ſays Fam) to uicleanneſs, Rom. 1. 
s thro the Luſt that were im their Hearts, W heb 24, 26» | 
men harden their hearrs willfully, God often 
hardens them jrdicially © Fharach would not tet Ex0d. 7. 
thc People go : Well (fays God) wih he not let 32 # 
my Son, go to ſerve me? 1 will Harden his 
Heart, that he ſhall not ler them go, &c. They 
'that will not Repent- when God would have 
them, but harden their Hearts, ard ſay they 
will do ſo again, ſhall not have a Heart, nor - 
"Grace to Repent to purpoſe; when for Fear 
of Judgements, they with E/au, ſeek 
a place for Repentance. It 'is a dreadfol 
Judgment,for God to Puniſh fin within. But, 
2aly. Spiritual Judgments, of all, on this 
ſide EN are the worlt ; a Judicial Blindneſs 
of Mind; and Hardneſs of -Heart, (of all pey, 22 
Plagues) are the worſt, For God to ſay, Let \, 
him that is Filthy, be Filchy #till, and be that 55 Hol. "Rs 
Unjuf, be Vnjuſt "ſtil, is very dreadful. Spi- 29» 
rit, ſtrive not with him any more, he is joyn'd 
to /avls, let him alone: What can be' more 
dreadful on this ſide Hell, than for God to ſay xz.. 24+ 
to Sinners, becauſe when 1 have Purged thee, 13- 
: or waſt not Purged; thou ſhalt noe ve Purged 
from thy Fi iltbinefs, till cauſe my Fury toreſt up- 
on: thee ? Spiritual Judgments, and Plagues,are 
'the worſt, and thar for theſe three Reaſons. 
Firſt Reaſon is, in reſpeCtof the Subject vp- 
on whom they Fall ; and that is the St, wch pat, 1g 
is a rare, and precious Jewel. The Scal of 26. | 
'Manis worth more than a the Werid ; for f 
| "the 


Prop. 2. 
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the World cannot with all its Riches, fave, 
nor redeem it- The Soul is a ſpiritual ſub- 
ſtance iv Man, Created by God the Father of 
Spirits, which can exilt, when ſeparated 


what th; {rom the Body. Now, by how much the Soul 
Soul is. is better than the Body, by ſo much mult it be 
Ecc. 12. Worſe ; for the Soul to be afflicted, as mer- 


cies ro the Soul, are the greateſt, ſa judg- 
ments upon it, muſt be the hams ba 
24ly. Becauſe theſe plagues are the grea- 
teſt Evidences of Eternal Wrath ; What ſu- 
rer mark for Hell can there be than this ? 


ohn 2. for a Perſon judicially to be left of God here, 


and given up to Blindneſs of Mind, to believe 
Lies, js a ſure mark of eternal ruine, and 
deſtruction. | 

34. Spiritual judgments are the worſt, 
becauſe they hinder, and with-hold from us 
the beſt good, which is God, and Chriſt : Now 
that which reſtrains and keeps from us the 
belt,and chief good, (without which our Souls ' 
cannot be happy) muſt needs be the worſt 
kinds of reſtraints, and judgments - What 
plagues are like thoſe of Hardneſs of 
Heart, a Spirit of ſlumber, taking away the 
gifts of the Mind, and giving men. over to 
the power of Satan, and to the loye of Sin, 
with-holding that good by the Goſpel, 
which our Somls.need, and others in mercy 
enjoy.? But, En 7s 

34ly, The ſins of a Perſon and People, 


; ®P- 2- may provoke God to curſe their very Bleſ- 


ſings, and cauſe thoſe things whichare Mer- 


( 3x) 


cies in themſelves, to prove Judgments to 


them: As for inſtance, Rain'is a great mer- Jap. c: 


cy ; to have the former, and the latter Rain in 
its Seaſon, is no ſmall Bleſſing * Vet how has 
fin turnd' this into a: Jodginene to many ? 
\ In'every: drop of Rain, 7 

Wiſdom, Gooaneſs and Merty ; but fin often's,, 
. makes it a Judgement to many : Fire is a 
Mercyz Yet how often for fin has it 
been ſent ina way of Judgement ; it over- 


ere 15 an Ocean of ,_ 


threw Sodom and Gomorrah, and laid them in Mark 9g. 
Aſhes for their ſins How many dreadful #43: 


Fires hath fin kindled -in this Nation and 
City? And there is one Fire kindled by it, 
that will never go out, and that is the Fire 
of Hell ?\&c. To have the Goſpel, is a great 
Mercy 3; but how ſhall we eſcape, (if we refuſe 


to hear Chriſt, that ſpeaketh in it) and 'ne9- 11.4, , 
left ſo great a Salvation + Sin provokes God at «X 


to carſe our bleſſings, and turn them into 


Jodgements. 1f ye will not hear, and if ye al, y.- 
will not lay it to heart, to wy Glory unto my 2, 3. 
do 


Name, ( ſaith the Lor Hoſt ) 1 will ever 
ſend a curſe upon you ;, and I will curſe your 
Bleſſings ; yea, 1 have curſed them already, 
becanſe ye do nct lay it ro Heart, Here is the 
Cauſe of the Curſe, and it is a Cavſe 6 juſt, 
(as they pon whom It falls) -have no Rea- 
ſon to complain of Gods too ſevere proceed- 
Ing againſt them. God ( beloved) js the 
Author and Inflifter of I) Judgements; he 


ſends his' Curſe for ſin, but eſpecially for ©1298. 5: 
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his boly Word.. When God's Word and 
Prov. 13- Goſpel is heard and preached, it myſt be 
13-' © attended upon, and obeyed. For without | 
Jam-'t. this, Hearing is counted no hearing ; we 
_ _ had as good not hear, as not lay the Wardto | 
- 9. Our hearts, and. practice it' in our lives. 
Luke 2- God's word muſt be hid in our Hearts, and ' 
=P Chriſts ſayings muſt be pondered there, or 
s, Elſe we hear not to-purpoſe. Careleſs and 
' fruitleſs Hearers are nigh unto Curſing, 
whoſe end (Paul tells us) is at laſt dying ſo, 
to be burned : But, 
Prop. 4 4 Fourthly, From one and the ſame Cauſe, 
'* may ariſe divers and contrary Effects ; that 
which ſoftens one, may harden another ; 
that which enlightens one, may be a means 
to blind another. Chriſt that is a Stone of 
: Foundation to a believer, is a Stone of ſtums 
Mat. 3- bling to the Unbeliever. TheGoſpel of peace, 
> Cor. 2, and glad Tidings to a wicked Man, is « 
19, 16. Pres a ſword and afan ; but to the godly, it is 
4 ſawvour of Life, and a means to bring %em 
to God thro? Chriſt, and to Salvation. 
As the Sun melteth the wax, and hardneth 
the clay ; ſo the Goſpel accidentally (by the 
corruption that is in wicked men, and by 
the fearful Judgements of God ) -hardens and / } 
_ blinds them , while others are ſoftned, and 
made anew by it. The Goſpel to ſome is 
-the Power of God, but to others a Stone of 
| 1 Cor, ;. ##mbling, and very fooliſhneſs. The Goſ- 
"7" pel that. isa bleſling to ſome, (thro? ſin and 
unbelief) provesa Judgement to many. = ! 
| | Ss 
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Let Perſons have a care, that they do not 

reſt in the having barely the means of Salva: 

tion, as the preaching of the Word, &c. 

It is a Mercy indeed, to enjoy the Goſ- 

pel ; bur it is not to be reſted in by any ; fot 

thto* their Corruption and Sin it may be a 
greater means of Damnation: Bleſs God 

for the means of Grate, be thankful to him 

for his holy Word; but be ſare you be not. 
ſatisfied, withopt the Grace of meahs, /:/# Rom. t. 
you be blinded, &c; Say, wheh you go to 15 
hear the Word preached, Lord, let it be 
oy power, tothe ſaving of my poor Soul : 

ut, - ONS 
Fifthly, The Judfements Which fall uP- Prop. 5« 
on particular wicked men, for their 

Sins and Unbelief, are to be accounted the 
Puniſhments of the whole Body of Unbelic- 

vers. This nurne of Blindneſs in our 

Text, which hapned to many of the Jews 

and Phariſees, for their rejeting Chriſt and 

his Goſpel, is the Puniſhmeac of all Perſons, 

that ſhall be found ſuch Offenders: And 

that for four Reaſons, _ | | | 

Becauſe all the Judgements that fell upon r-zf, ; 

them -(for their rejeting Chriſt, aud ſtumb- 

ling at him) all wicked en Have; and do de- 

ſerve; Are not they worthy of the ſame 
Strokes, and ofthe ſame Judgements, that 

!ſfight the ſame Chriſt, and trample upoa 

rhe ſame Blood and Goſpel; which they 

did ? Whart- ſaith 'Paxl ro this? If they 

( fays he ) 1h#t -de/pi/ed Motors Law, dyed 


#" {0 " 4 
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without Merc 2 '&C. Of how much fore, Pu- 


Heb. 1» niſlments [ba they be thought worthy, who bave 


28. 


trodden under Foot the Son: of Goa, and. have 
counted the Blogd of, the Covenant ax wnholy, 
thing ? &G, Selb. ths Wretches cannog 
think at laſt, to elcape.the deſerved Judge- 
ments of God, who undervalue Chriſt, and 


Ver. 30: trample vpon his Blood and Merits : Yere 


Ver. 21. 
Plal. 2. 
I2. 


Real. 2. 


geauce is mine (ſays. God). aud 1: will repay 
:t, I will eaſe meof mine Adverſaries, and 
be avenged on: all . them, that deſpiſe: my 
Son, and caſt my Word behigd them. Qh! 
Let Sinners hear and tremble, and .lay this 
to heart, that tis a fearful thing, to fall ins 
the bands of an angry God: For while his 
Wrath is kindled but a little; blefſed. are the 
that truſt in him: But ſecondly» | 
Becauſe when God threatens ſome, be 
threatens all, that are ſuch groſs Offegders.: 
As the Promiſes. run in. general to all that 
repent and believe. in Chriſt z ſo the threat- 
nings runto all that are, and ſhall:be found 
at Jaſt Rejecters of Chriſt, and. his; Word- 
Were the Jews and Phariſees-bligded, who 
ſtumbled at Chriſt, and his precious Word ? 
Were they offended becauſe of him, and ſo 
were cut off, and puniſhed for their Unbe- 
lief ? So ſhall gll as are offended at Chriſt 


and his Word; and ſhall at laſt be found 


Mar. 16. 
16. 
x pet. 2: 
CE. 


Unbelievers ; for as he that believeth ſhall be 
ſaved, and not at; laſt confopnded ; 10» be: 
that belteveth not. ſhall be damned. | Clwiſt,. 
the Judge"of all, will come at laſt- in. foe 
AL . ming 


(3s) 
wing Firr (that is, in a terrible Mantier) to 
fake Ye _ hem that know n0t God, and © 


c—_ 


ng 
Zovd. &E-"KLet- all Perſons have a Care 
(Young and Old; Rich and Poor) they be 
not found a laſt Rej eters of Chriſt, and his 
Goſpel." For: retienader, that the Judge- 
_— infiiter- op6n others, God means 


rent Bo Who 
- arid as great as he will) 


be {otra £ it is =_ ſaid, they may 
= thalſbe deft 7 


We ca be ſure for the time to come, 
char vhey! ſhalt not fall him: What 
Afarance' have you,. O' rs, who live 
in ſm and geſpiſe the Word'! that you (who 
think youiſee, and boaſt of your Knowledge) 


| aefpijert the Word, (tet him Fe 


. who ſhall be: puniſhed with iThef i i; 
Dd, bibion from the Preſence of the 11% ya 


OV. +13s 
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1BetauſE no Tt Men in the feat, 3 


ſhall not be blinded and turned #nt0 Hell, AS Pſalin gi 
others for their Diſobedience and Unbelief 17- 
are- Doth'not the word of the holy God Mat.'24+ 
fays that all'the wicked ſhall be :urned + 48.10 168 
ro Hell ?. and are you ſure this ſhaH not be _ 


your Portion © Were theſe wretches in my 
Text, blinded for their Unbelief, and de- 


ſpiſing. dear 'Jeftis and his precions word ? 


Andare you fore ( Sinners ! ) rhar this ſudg- 
» metit will not fdll-upon you, if you thas cons 
tinne to: fin, - and reject the Grace of the 
Goſpel ? Have wany for their- ſins, (as a 
juſt-Jadgentent from' God)! been blinded and 


wy 


| e229 


2 _ Means 


'by the Word, Re haye. been @ 


WP ( 36) 
'* . means thro? Grace, to ſave others? Ob! 
- Pfal 59.'Cui:' er this, you that forget God, left he tear 
21 2 you.n Pitces, and there'be wone to deliver you. 
vapv; 09. Remember what the word faith, that he, 

* © -who 150ften reproved, and yet.hardens bis neck,, 
ſhall ſaddenly be deſtroyed, and that without res 

medy. But, | 1 | 36ſt 

Reaſ. 4 - 44. It is thus, becauſe the Judgements 
in this Life, are typical to wicked men. Of 

what (if they die in Unbelief and Rebelli- 

on againſt Chriſt and his word) ſhall be their 
Portion in the next? Deſpair to'a wicked 

man is a typical Hell, (for Hell is a Place of 

eternal deſpair) and fo all other Puniſh- 

ments and Judgements here, are but little 

Hells. Let Sinners tremble at this, who 

are Rejecters of Chriſt, and take unjuſtly Of- 

Mar. 13. fence at his word. Oh ! Yon wretches, cons» 
2 Afiderthis, that any fearful Judgements that . 
fall upon others for their fins, may fall ups 

on you ; andthat God is as well diſfpleaſed 

with your ſins, as with thoſe thatihe has 
plagued, and ſent to Hell ; this; our: bleſ- 

{ed Lord Jeſus tells you is a truth. Think 

T.uke 13. ye (ſays Chriſt,) That they upon whom the 
Is 2» 3* 4» Tower of Siloam Fi ell. and ſlew them, that they 
gf were ſinners above all men that dwelt in Jeruſa- 
lem? Were there none in- that City.to be. 
parallelled with them for their fins ? / cell 

you, except ye repent, you ſhall all likewiſe pe- 

riſh  Itis no matter what Sinnersthey were, 
if you do not repent, and .leave your ſins, 
you ſhall all periſh. as well as they ; But ſs 
much for the fifth Propoſition. ; Gthly, 


2 | " "on 

(37) ; 
. Gebly, Godby Chriſt is juſt and righteous, Prop. 6. ' 
in this diſpenſation of his, in cauſing ſome .- - 
to ſee, and others by the ſame means, to be 
hardened and'made blind. None 1hall have 
ought toiſay againſt him at the Laſt day ; 
but all then ſhall be madeto'ſay, K:ghtrous art pep, 12, 
chouO Lord. Chriſt will have enough to-lay' 1. 
to the Charge of wicked Men, for their reje- 
' Eting of Him,and the tenders of his Grace to/ 

them; in and by his Word. But their Mouths 

ſhall then be all ſtopp?d & muzzled ;:for none 

ſhall enter into Judgment with Gad,nor have y,; 1, 
any thing to ſay for themſelyes, nor againſt 12, 
God : Some 'now ſay, that. God will not 
turn them, & that he has reprobated them to 
Hell ; and if they pine away in their Sins, 
how can they help it ? Thus many quarrel 
with God here, but no ſuch complaints ſhall. 
be heard againſt God at the Laſt day ; for 4x" og 
then all ſinners ſhall ſee that their Damnati- 
on is Juſt, and ſo ſhall clear God, and for- 
ever Condemn themſelves. One will ſay, 
( when in Hell ) God is Juſt inſending of me 
hither, for by my ſins | have deſerved trocome 
to this place of Torments. Another will ſay, 
my Pride hath brought me hither another, 
_ my Swearing and Prodigality; athird, my 
Unbelief, and rejeting of Chriſt, and his 
Word, has ſunk me into this abyſs of miſery. 

- Oh! Whatcomplaints-will ſinners make a- 
' gaiaſtthemſelves? How will they reiterate 
again"and: again thoſe good Sermons, 'and 
wholeſome lnſtruftions ts heard, _ 

Eg 3 mit* 
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; miſimprov'd here on earth? cach one willlsy, 

Prov. 4. How have 1 bated InfFruttion, and: my Hears. 

n, 12, 13, deſpiſed reproof ;, and bave not Obey d the ways of 
14+ my Teachers, nor Inclined my Kay to them that = 

Inſtrutted me, The Lord (will everyone then 

ſay)is Juſt and Righteous, in ſending me bere 

,: to this place of endleſs, and caſleſs Miſery : 

Forby my ſins, | have deſerved ita Thouſand 

times over. Thus muchfor the Propofttions: 

ſhall now 3aly, ſhew you, how this ſtandy 

' 3d. Head with the Holyneſs and Kindneſs of God, #0 

2Thel, 2: 757e Men up to Blindneſs of Mind and Hard- 

1O,He  neſsof Heart, to believe Lyes ( that as the 4» 
poitle ſays ) they may be damned. : 

. This I muſt confeſs, ſounds harſh at the 
firſt, and ſeems to be Inconſiſtent with that . 
goodneſs and kindneſs, that God hath expreſ-* 
ſed in his Word to ſinners: But1hope anon, 
you will ſee clearly, that in theſe tremendous 
diſpenſations, God is both Good and Juſt. 
Before I ſpeak directly to this caſe, I ſhall 
= two things, that will give you great 
Light in this matter- 

Firſt, that God in all his diſpenſations of 
Grace and Providence, afts in a way of Sove- 
raignty like himſelf, as not being bound to his 
Crearures : He hath Mercy on whom he 
will have Mercy ; and whom he will,he bard- 
Rom- 9. neth, Why doth God write ſome Names in *' 
33 the Bookof Life,and leave out others? Why 

doth he ſave ſome, and Condemn' others at 

laſt ? Why are ſome Enlightned, and others 

Blinded by the ſame Word ?: Why _—_— | 
| ' . , JO 


Prem 1. 
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ER (ag) . - 
God Accompany it with the Efficacy, of his 

Spirit in ſome, as well as in others ? Whar 

(beloved ) will you reſolve theſe things into, 

but the Soveraign Will 'and Pleaſure 'of qf 

God , . Who # ;agp no Acconiit of bis matters Job. 2 

«to any ? Why are ſome Rich and others my " 
Poor ? ſotte Noble, and others Tgnoble ? | 

ſome Strong and Healthy, and others Sickly 

and Weakly ? &c. Why, it is the Will and 
Pleaſures of God it ſhould be ſo. God giveth 

Grace when and to whom he pleaſes, as well 

azother things. Why doth not God mould @ - 
the Heart to a Goſpel frame, when he fills * 

the Ear with a Goſpel fonnd ? Why are not 

all Converted by the Word, as well as ſome ? 

Why doth God ſtrike off the ,Chains from 

ſame; and tear off the Veil from the Heart ; 

while he leaves others in Slavery, and Egyp- 

tian darkgeſs? Why do fome Ty under the 

bands of Dearth, while others are raiſed to 

ſpiritual Life ? There is no reaſon for theſe 

things, bur the Soveraign Will of the Great. 

God, who mor keth in us both to'will, and t9 do, Phil. 2. 

of his own good pleaſure. ' 13. 
'.Secondly, tho' God Blinds ſome, and cau- Prem. 2. 
ſeth others to See, Save ſome and Condemn 

others; ſoften ſome by the word, and har- 

dens others by it ; yet he is Juſt and Kighteons, Gen, F'Y 
Shall not the Judge of all the Earth doright? 25. 
Yea ſurely,he that is all righteouſneſs cannot 

AQ contrary to himſelf,tho* God doth terri- 

ble things in the way of his providence, yet be 

doth themalt in'Righteouſneſs; He 55 righre- ow 65. 
ON C 4 0:15 n 
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oy! is all bis Ways, and holy in all bis Works, 

bath in his Works of Fudgement, as well ſr 

ercy. He that AQts in a way of Soveraign- 
ty ( rememher it) always Afts in a way of | 
perfect Righteouſneſs and Equity. Who can 
charge God with ſip, and ſay that he is not 
Juſt and Rightequs in what he doth? Oh! 
be ſpre, that ja all things you acknowledge 
Go od to be Juſt, tho? you underſtand not well 

the reaſon of things done by him: Remember 
tho* you may want a reaſon for Gods dea- 
lings in the World, yet he hath alwayes a 
reaſon for what, he doth ;- and that is his 
Will, which is the Rule of Perfe&tion, and 
the ſupream Reaſon. He worketh all things 


it. according to the Councel of his own Will, that 


the Mylteries of the Goſpel arg revealed to 


: Babes, and hid from the Wiſe and Learned 
" ones of the Age, is from Gods Will, who 


Atteth Righteouſly in all be doth: Inquire 
not then, into. the reaſon of Gods Will, but 
ſubmit your ſelves to it ; Say not, why are 
ſome ſoftned, and others hardned ;. ſome 
elected, and others reprobated ; ſome ſaved, 

and others damned ? Remember that God.is 
Good' and Juſt ;, tho? the manner of God's 

dealings,may ſometimes be hidden,yet it ne- 
ver is, nor can be ujult : If God reprobate 
ſinners, it is becauſe it agreeth with their de- 
ſervings 3 andif heeletts the ſinful, it is be- 
cauſe it agrees with. his goodneſs: So that, 

te ſure you retain this as a great Truth, 
Fhat God is Righteous in all He doths 089 


(47.3 

Gqd be true (ſays the Apoſtle ) but every 
man a Lyar. Having thus prenuſed theſe twa 
things,*] ſhall now come.tothe point, and 
ſhew'you how this ſtands with the holineſs 
and kindneſs of God, &'c. ;,, 

That I may clear and open. this to you, 
we muſt firſt conſider what God dothin the 
tremendaus diſpenſations, of blinding ſome 
by that means, by which others in Mercy are 
made to ſee; . this I ſhall ſpeak to theſe two 

ays, Viz. 1/}, By way of Negation, 2aly.Afs 

rmation. . % | 
if I ſhall ſpeak to it Negatively, and ſhew. 
you what God doth not: Inthelſe 3 things, 

Firſt, when God is ſaid to blind or harden 
any, he doth not Infuſe any malice into their 


Hearts: To aſſert this, were to make God ; 


the Author of fin, which he is not, He is the 
Author of all. Good, and of his own Judge- 
ments, bur not, of ſin; for he tempreth no 
man to Evil. The Papiſts and the Armintans 
brand vs with this talſly, of making God 
the Author of ſin, which we abhor. All chat 
we ſay is this, that the Holy God, is the Au- 
thor of all his own Judgements : When God 
judicially blinds or hardens any, he doth not 


James. 
» 44:18 


por nor excite malice inthem: Sin js the, «- Jer- 44% 
winable thing that God hates; therefore he + 


cannot be the Author of it. | 
2dly, This blinding, &c. is notby the pa- 

tience of God only, in fparing to puniſh 

lingers for their ſins; In this ſenſe, wic 


men are ſaid to blind and harden themſelyes, -: - 


"in 


2) 
in the abuſe of Gods long ſuffering and pati- 
ence. Paul tells us of ſome who thro? the far 
neſs of their Hearts deſpiſed the goodneſs, and 
long forbearance of God,' which leadeth to Repen- 
#ance; and ſo they treaſured up Wrath, a- 
gainft the day of Wrath, and the revelation 
of the Righteous Judgement of God ; Godin 
this ſenſe (beloyed ) is not ſaid to blind any ; 
but as ſinners are ſaid to blind and harden 
Fceles. 8- themſelves by his Patience and Goodneſs to 
u- them. Some ſin becauſe Grace abounds, and 
are the more ſinful, becauſe Ged is kind to 
them, and patient with them, But, 
' -3dly. This blinding, &c. 1s not by bear 
permiſſion only, as ſome think and aſſert ; 
God blinds and bardens ; that is, he permit+ 
eth and ſuffereth ſinners to be hardened, ſay- 
eth ſome, &c. * Tis true, there is Gods per- 
miſſion in this diſpenſation ; but you muſt 
know, that there 1s more than that in this 
ation. Permiſſion in the ſenſe of ſome Men, 
doth ſuppoſe God either to be idle, and neg- 
ligent, or againſt his will to ſuffer things to 
be done in the World. To aflert this, 1s to 
caſt upon the Great God, 
Firſt, an imputation of negligence, or in- 
” _ dulgence; as Old El; permitted his Sons to 
fin; that is, Indulged themin their fins. But 
who dare be ſo bold, as to charge God with 
Negligence, or_ Indulgence, who is alwayes 
Ruling, and Over-ruling all things in the 
World for his own Glory ? His Throne. is 
prepared in the Heavens, and his Kingdom Ru- 
leth over all, Bur, 2aly. 


 Pfal. log. 
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_ 26ly, Of impotency, in permitting things 
which he cannot hinder. if God (beloved } 
only barely permitteth this, then it is either 
by way of Indulgence, or for want of Power 
to prevent it ; but it is not from either of 
theſe, therefore there is more than G244 bare 
permiſſion in it. Beloved, God is taid Seven 
or eight times over £0 hardenPar0ahs heart 3 
and 18 is obſervable, that the words which, 
the Scripture maketh nie of > to hgnify Goa5;gxod. 4: 
peual action in blinding figners, are ſych»/21. 7+ 3+ 
25 cannot begxpounded by a bare permiſlion,'19: 3- 
or difſertion only, God in theſe tremendous 
diſpenſations, ( afting as a Judge by way -of. 

uniſhment,) muſt A not meerly privitiye- 

y- bug poſitively - And I prove 1t this way 3 
namely, that an lofliction of Puniſhment al- 
ways argues a poſitive Judgement of Gog ; be 
Atteth as a Judge in it,and therefore myſt do 
ſomething poſitively. We need not be over 
ſolicitous and curious, to examin the manner 
how God Adcteth ; for whither we be able, or. . 
notable to open the manner, &c. God is Jult 
and Righteous in it: Wheu God giveth 
Perſons over to vile affgftions, and a repro» 
bate mind, as Afts of Puniſhment ; he doth it 
always by a Juſt, tho? it be by a ſecret provi- 
dence; fo, that tho? his ways are ſometimes: 
in the Deep, that we cannot well ſearch them 
out, yet they are neverynjult. Thus you fee 
in ſhort, that God doth more than, permitthis, ; 
&c, for he is the Author of his own Judge- 
ments. Fa» tells us (ſpeaking of thee): 

m_ that 
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Rom. il. thgt God bath given them the Spirit of ſlumber , 
hy $, 19, (not as itis a ſin) but: as it is a Judgement, 
F- which he is Author of, and yer moſt [uft and 
Righteous Pur- 2aly. by way of affirmation 

in theſe three things. | EO! 
Firſt, when God dorh judicially blind Per- 
ſons, and give them over to believe Lies, &c. 
he doth undoubtedly withdraw thoſe means 
which ſhould enlighten their Minds; and keep 
them effeqtually from the reigning Power of 
their ;.uſts. God doth not hardea and blind 
by imparting Malice, or putting Wardneſs in- 
to the Heart; but by withholding or with- 
drawing that means and grace, that ſhould 
ſoften and enlighten. -- Now, is God un- 
TY righteous inthis? ſurely no; (for as Chritt 
{ Matt.20. ſajth) he may do what he will with his own 2 
15- Had not. God withheld his Grace from the 
Angels, and from our firſt Parents; (faich 
a learned Man) the firſt had not fallen from 
| p.x, Checir glorious ſtate, nor the ſecond from 
| os Provz. their ſtate of Innocency; by which(ſays he ) 
| dexce. it appears, that this is no mare than God 
| might have done, if man had not finned, 
| -&c. To ſay the contrary, is to make God 
a debtor to the Creature, which he is not; 
who can ſay, God owed him any thing ? We 
are debtors to him, but he is not to us; he 
gives, or withholds his grace, when and to. 
whom he pleaſes, and none muſt, nor dare 
ſay to him, what doſt thou ? All the Inha- 
| bitants. of the Earth are reputed as nothing, 
{ Dan. 4+ and he: doth according to his Will in the- 
& 3% 3) Army 


| 
| 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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 hedelivers them up to the power of the De: 
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Army of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants Job 9. 

of the Earth, and none can” ſtay his Hand, — cya 

_ or ſay. to him, what doſt: thou ? Behold! ! - 45s 

he _taketh away, who can hinder him, who Jer. 18, 

will {ay unto him, what doſt rhoy ?. ; But, . 6-7: 
2aly. When God judicially blinds Perſons, 


vil, to be more blinded, ſeduced and hardene 
ed; he ſuffers them to be led away captive 
_ by the devil at his will: The Lord thus 
blinds. many » by giving them up to the 
power of Satan, for him to work upon ; thus 
wicked Saul and Abab were harden'd, and . - 
thoſe metitioned in 2 Theſ. 210,11. Satan 
ſeduceth Souls by command from the holy 

God, as appeareth in the ſtory of. wicked 4- 

bab z the Lord hath put 4 lying ſpirit in, the 

month of all theſe thy Prophets, &c. The God 2 Kings 
of this. World ( faith Paul ) hath blinded the ??* 72 
minds of them that believe not, &c. But, . vs OY $i 

z3aly, When God blinds and:hardens Per- 6,6, 

ſons judicially, he leaves them to the. /mpetus = 

and. force of their Luſts and Corruptions & 
| Thus God hardens them by themſelves, gi- 
ving them up to the ,power of their own, 
Luſfs: He gave the Heaphens up to vile Af- a 

\ feltions, and permitted them to ſin yet more gg © 
, and mores, proud Pharoah by his ſftnand own 
' free-will, hardened his hearr, and God har- Bx#\. 4: 
dened it by his Judgements, giving him up ***** 
to his Luſts. This ( Beloved ) is a general 
way of God in this diſpenſation ; for all that 
periſh, are thus left to themſelyes, to act ac- 
: cording 


(4) 
- cording to the Imperns of that original Cors 
_ _ roption and Laſtthar is in their hearts. Now 
hone cxn deny, but this is confiftent with 
the Juſtice and Kindneſs of God: For if 


' Gods leaving and ſuffering men to walk in - 
their own ways, not quenching the origin al | 
g 


Loft that is in their Hearts, but 

them to put it forth in aQtuat Wickedneſs; 
F ſay, if Gods doing this, woold make hint 
the Author of ſin, then he muſt be concluded 
to be the Author of all fin that is committed 
in the World. But that he is not, for Wick- 


x San» edneſs proceedeth from the Wicked ; as ſaith 


24-13- the Proverb of the Antients: The word of 
God telfeth ns) that he will have Mercy 'on 


whom he will; and his Grace confd not -. 


_ _be' Grace, were it not free. Now, pray 

_ conſider, Man being by the Fall a ſinner, 

. and full of Corruption, and ſo juſtly' wor- 

Rom. 5. thy of eternal Death, (for by one zmans Sin, 
18 6,23. Judgement bath paſſed wpon all men to Condems 
nation, and the Wages of Sin is death. 1 ſay, it 

being thus, &*c, God is 'not unjuft in faving 

ſome, and leaving others to the Force of 

their own Luſts, when for fin he might have 
damned all.- I hope there is none will 


doubt, but that if a Traytor juſtly deſerved * 


to die, and to be ſtarved to death, (tho? 
the Prince had it in his Power to: Pardon, 
or ſupply him with Bread to keep him 
from dying in this manner z Yet the Prince 
. were juſt if he did neither, bur ſuffered bin 
to periſh according to his deſerts, Surely, 


then 


| 
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then-God is: not. unjuſt. in ſo- doing, ſince all 
men, are Traytors and deſerve tq die eter- 
nally :. This as I think, is denied by nane 3 
but that which is greatly diſputed and con- 
troverted by learned Men, is, whether God 
| in blinding Stoners, doth not aft ſomething 
poſitively.  Belarmizxe and the Arminians 
deny this y, in oppoſition. ta whom, our Di- 
vines. (not. without, good ground ) ſay this, 
wviz.. That tho? God: doth not. poſitively 
blind, or harden. any Sinners, yet he doth 
ſame poſitive Acts, . that relate to the hard- 
ning of them; "tis true, God. doth not poſi- 
tively harden any, i. e. he doth not make 
their ſoft, Hearts hard, nor ſhut their Eyes, 
and of ſeeing, maketh: them- blind : This, 
(1 fay) God doth not, yet he is not a meer 
Spectator, or an idle Loaker on, upon the - 
Works of his Providence. In all. As of 
Puniſhments, God doth ſomething paſitive- 
ly. The. Scripture ſpeaks of him: as giving 
up forge. men to vile Aﬀections, and to. a 
reprobate . Mind, as Acts: of Puniſhment ; 
' therefore God, as to them, doth. ſomething 
poſitively, tho? be poſitively hardens none, 

The Sum of all then, in. ſhort, is this ; 


| + God may judicially give many up to their 


Luſts and to Satar, to. be ſeduced at his 
Pleaſure, and be righteous in it. But he 
cannot. puniſh the. former ſins of any, by 
putting any Luſt or Malice into their hearts, 
Dy which they become more evil and. vile- 
This 1 ſay, God cannot do any ah 
| | than 


EE OS} 
than accidentally, ſtirring upthat Luſt and 
Malice that is in their hearts; This is the 
Sum (as far as I know) of what our Di- 
vines ſay, as to Gods Acts in the Puniſh- 
ments of Sin, &c, Blindneſs then in ſhort, 
is cauſed, 1. By the Word occaſionally. / 
_: By his own Malice meritotioufly. 
3aly, By the Devil efficiently. And laſtly, 
by God judicially. , So that Satan/is the 
Tormentor, ſinful Man the guilty Perſan, 
and the holy God the Judge. Thus far we 
have ſeen, ſo far as we are able to compre- 
hend of what God doth by Chriſt, in this 
A of punifhing Sin with Sin, and how juſt 
and righteous he is in it. We ſhall now, 
2 Bron. © 24ly, Conſider the Circumſtances thoſe . 
of tbe are under, whom God bringeth under ſuch 
Anſwer- ';; ſevere diſpenſation. —_ 
1/#. Theſe Perſons whom God in a way of | 


Rom 3- Jyſtice thus deals with are not only ſinners ; 
72 ( for God doth nor deal thus ſeverely with 
9, _ every ſinner J all are ſinners againſt God j 

but /all are got blind and hardened ſinners; 

ſome are enlighcened and called ont of dark- 

neſs into marvellous light : Therefore, 

2aly, Theſe ſinners thus blinded, &c. are 

ſuch as have provoked the Moſt High to a 

very great degree, ſhntting their eyes agaiglt 

the Light which ſhined upon them, -and'con- 
cemning the means which he uſed to-reclaim 
them; ſuch a Wretch was proud Pharoab * 

£x0. 9. firſt he hardened his heart, and blinded. his 
3-4. . owtt mind , ane then God faid,.as a juſt 
" E punMh- 
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puniſhment upon him) that he would har- 

den bis heart, &c. Such Wretches were 

the Heathens mentioned by Paul, they ſinned 
prodigiouſly againſt the Light of Nature, 

for which, God (in a way of judgment, as 

have been binted) gavethem up to Unclean- Rom. t: 
neſs, thro? the Luſts of their own hearts, 2% 
and to-a reprobate mind, to do thoſe things 
which were,not convenient: Theſe People 
in my. Text mentioned, had ſinned greatly 
ag2inſt Light, and trampled upon Chriſt, 
and his Rig] teouſneſs; therefore God in a 
way. of juſt Judgment upon them for their 
monſtrous wickedoeis, ſuftered them to be 
blinded, while othzrs in mercy were brought 
' Into Chriſt, and ſavingly enlightned.- 

Now ( beloved) this being rightly uh- 
derſtood, LI appeal to all your Conſciences 
that hear me this day, That (tho? this be 
a moſt tremendous Diſpenſion of God) 
yet whether it be notvery conſiſtent, both 
with the Holineſs, Juſtice and Kindneſs of 
God. What do you think, is it not juſt 
with God to puniſh Sinners, to avenge him 
of his Adverſaries ? Eſpecially ſach, as have 
wilfully ſhat their eyes, leſt the Light of the 
Goſpel ſhould ſhine upon them, and they 
ſhould converc, and ' Chriſt heal 'them : 
What ſaith Chriſt of ſuch wretches, 7 /poke 
to them in Parables, in dark ſayings, becauſe in Mas fn: 
ſeeing they ſee nt, and ut kearing they hear ,, ia - 4 
not, neither do they underſtand + This Peoples © © 
Leart is waxed groſs, and their Ears are dull 

. a Os 5. of 
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of bearing, and their eyes they 'bitve' rloſed'; 
leſt at any time they ſhould fee with their eyes, 
and hear with their cars, and ſhonld underſtand 
with their hearts, and "be converred, and 'l 


. ſhould heal them, Such Sinners as theſe, 
- you will ſay, deſerved to be puniſhed, and 


ſent to Hell for. their abominable'wicked- 
neſs. Now if it be jult and righteons in 
God, to turn ſuch Rebels into Hell for their 
Sins ; Why ſhopld'it not be juſt ig him, to 
ſeal them up now to that Damnation ? Wh 
may not God leave ſuch deſtitnte of his 
Grace, and give them over to 2 reprobate 
Mind, and to a hard Heart, and yet be juſt 
and righteous? Ate there any of you that 
doubt, whether this be conſiſtent with the. 
Goodneſs and Holineſs of God ? Let nie ask 
you this one Queſtion, viz. * 

May not God deny the means of grace, 


Queſtion t, whom he pleaſeth, and yet be'a holy and 


arighteous God ? yon will ſay; Yes; For he 
$s pot bound to give it to any. Why then, 
may not. God deny it to, and Withdraw it 
from them in Judgement, that have, abufed 
his patience, . aod, turned the' DbRtrine of 
Grace into -wagtonneſs? Doth God give up | 
men to -Satar,..and-to their Luſts to be ſedy- . 
ced and hardyed ?* Are not theſe his Inftru- 


- ments in puniſhing Sinners? And may'not 

the juſt and holy God, uſe what Inſtruments 

>, he. pleaſe, for the Execution of his wrath 
- for Sin?. But here: you will multiply Ob- 
rence appr what I have ſaid, which 1 


all briefly Anſwer, *- Somg 


"= LD 


. Some of- you willſay,; )Is not Blindneſs of Ob- 1+ 
Mind, and Hardneſs .of Heart, Sin ? How 
then can the holy God blind and harden a- 
ny,/and not be the Author of fin? _ | 
Hardnefs/-and Blindneſs is not of God, gc. ,. 
ſimply, or as-it/is ſini3; but only accidental: 
ly, as it is: the /Puniſhwent of ſin ; If Sin be 
conkidered in its ſelf in:its 'trye Nature; as , 
it is 2-Defes and a4 Trapſgreſſion of Gods 1. John 
| haly and righteous /Lgw.;; ſurely. none can 3 4: 
be the Atithorof it, /but-he that doth it, and : | 
perſwades/ and invites. to'the doing, of if. James 1; 
Now: God, heineither:do&h evil, nor com- '** '5 
-mandetb,; nor :nfufeth; that ;Luſt and Sin, 
that 'is exerciſed and committed by ungod- 
ly men; therefqre he is:g@t the Author of 
it: Bat.if you. conſider! fit, as the Pugiſh- 
-ment of ſins ſo; the Permiſſion: of it, is bur - 
a juſt Diſpenſation of-Gad, ang a judicial 
At. Now, ſurely, Gad may Þe the Author 
.of bis own Judgements, without being the 
Author of Sin : But, 1 vat EIN. 1 ©. bs 
 _2aly; You miſt know, that there is a dif- ,,c .; 
ference between Hardneſs.” and Hardning, =* 
Blindneſs' and Blindipg;, Blindneſs and 
Hardineſs is.2 ſin but.f0 blind and harden 
is not always ſo Remember, that Blind: 
neſs is not from God. as aiſfin> but as a 
juſt Judgement upon ſome, for hardning ,-. -. 
their own Hearts. lIt'js'not poſſible. { ſairh 79% 2: 
one) that we ſhould ſin by him, by whom 5, 1 
we repent, and riſe from ſin-z it is from 4g. 
God that we Kand,.iromn cur ſelves Fope 
[ts | 2 w 


Ob. 2» 


Anſwer. 


Ob. 3- 
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we fall. Sothat God is not the Author of 
Sin, in giving men up to bliadneſsof mind, 
to believe Lies, | 

God (fay' ſome) is not angry with his 
own works, bur he is- with men for their 
blindneſs and hardneſs; therefore he can 
no' ways be ſaid, to harden/and blind: 

Hardneſs and Blindneſs, as it is a fin and 
the cauſe of Sin; ſo it is not of, nor from 
God, but as it is' a juſt Puniſhment'of fin; 
ſo it is of, and from him, who (being 
highly provoked) is pleaſed, that the Ob- 
ſtinacy of the "wicked ſhould be” thus pu- 
niſhed. So, that tho? this be not God's 
Work as it is ſin, yet it is his Work, 
as It 1s a Judgment : But, 

34ly. God (ſaith others) giveth Occaſi- 
ons to men} that their Hearts may be blind- 
ed and hardened, &c. 

This is true in 'a ſenſe'; but remember 
it is thro? the Luſts and Corruptions of mens 
Hearts, that they became fuch Occaſions: 
Ltke as a rebellious Son is the more hardned 
by the Kindneſs and Benignity- of his Pa- 
rents; The Miracles which God ſhewed in 
£yypt, and which Chriſt wrought before 
the Jews and Phariſees, and the Sermons 
which he, and the Apoſtles preached, had 
not in themſelves any Tendency to produce 
ſuch an Efect as this, of blindneſs: Yer 


+ theſe (you ſee) through the Luſts of their 


hearts, were occaſions of their hardning. 


"The Miſtreſs of a houſe (ſays one) does not. 


think 
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think that ſhe 1s acceſſary to her ſervants 
Theft, becauſe ſhe ſuffereth Plate to go free- 
Iy about the Houſe, for the uſe of the Fa» 
mily ; which poſlibly is a Temptation to 
the Luſt of ber Servant, to make him, or 
her ſteal. God (beloved doth great things Pal. 145, 
in the world, and ſhews'much Kindneſs to ?'7* * 
the Sons of men ; he gives them freely of 
his Mercies, and ſends his word unto them, Pſal. 105. 
which to many thro? their Corruption, is 25: 
an Occaſion of their hardnings The e#- 
gyptians hated Gods people, becauſe he 
bleſſed them; and in this ſenſe irc is ſaid, 
That God turned their Hearts to bate his 
people, to deal ſubtilly with his Servants: God 
(ſays David) turned their Hearts to hate his 
people, &c. That is, by the Occaſion of thoſe 
Benefits which he beſtowed upon them: 
Thus many are blinded, by the Preaching Tos foo 
. of the word, they thro? their Corruptions, —_— 
pervert it to their own DiſtryCtion. As this Text 
the middle region of the Air, {ſays one) well 
is more cold by the Amzipcriſtaſis; ſo, the LK 29. 
hearts of many are more hardned, not pro-'” ** 
perly but accidentally, by the preaching 
of the Goſpel. Now), will you call theſe 
Occaſions, viz. God ſhewing of mercy, 
and giving his holy word ? Is .he unrighte- 
ous in this ? . Surely, no- Are not they Rem. 6. 
wicked indeed, who fin becauſe Grace abounds,  % 
How many peoples Eyes are evil, becauſe 
Gods are good; they are ſinſul, becauſe he 
is merciful and long ſuffering. Solomne - 

D 3 telleth 


% - Ra. 

telleth us of ſome, who are fo vile, that 
Ecc. 8. i. becauſe Sentence againſt an evil work, 38 not 
Rom: 2: executed ſpeedily, therefore their hearts are 
+5- ſet in them fully r0 0 evil. There be ma- 
. Ny, who becauſe God takes them not at 
their word, and damn them in the ACt 
of ſin, that are the more vile, and ſo pre- 
ſume upon that mercy and Goodneſs that 

ſhould lead them to true Repent ance © But, 
Ob. 4. A4fbly. God (ſaith ſome) knew, that theſe 
Sinners would take Occaſions; by the means 

he gave them, to grow worſe, &c. 

This muſt be granted, for God knows 
all-things that haye been, are, and ſhall be 
in the world : For he is an,omniſcient God, 
and there is nothing that is, or can be hid 
from his all-ſeeing Eye. , But what if God 
did know this, muſt he therefore be char- 
ged with Injuftice, in giving the- means 
of Grace ? Surely, no. Suppoſe beloved, 
ariy of you knew, that your Counſels, Cor- 
rections or InſtruCtions, given to your 
Children, would make them the worſe; 
. Muſt you not therefore vſe theſe Mediums, 
which are indeed good Methcds to make 
them bettef : I think I need ſay no more, 
to ſhew and evince to yon, that it is. neither 
contrary to the pure Juſtice and Kindneſs 
of God to puniſh Sin with Sin, giving up 
ſtubborn and rebellious Sinners to vile Af- 
[| fettions, and a reprobate mind. T herefore 
F 4&.aprti Fourthly, I ſhall wind vp all by way of 
F cation. Application. "" | | R 

| y 


Anſwer. 
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By. way. of Information, in theſe three 7+ Uſe» 
'You may ſee. here, that as an ill.Stomach 1+ Anſ 
turns good:meat into bad Humaurs, ſo good 
things prove. hurtful ro wicked men, eſpect- 
ally t9-the Contemners of the Goſpel. S0- 
lomon telleth; us, That riches are k-pt for the Eccl. 5, 
owners thereof, for their hurt ; make ſome 23: 
men rich,, and then they will be proud, co- 
Vetous, and profane. If Sal be a King, 
he will run from God to the Devil ; if 74- Matt. it. 
das be an Apoſtle, it will be a Snare to him. 2" 7: 
Oh! How dvth Sin turn our Mercies into rhe 
Judgement, and makes thoſe things which thisText 
are Bleſſings, to be Curſes to us, and prove well. 
means to. our greater Condemuation. Bur, 

2aly, See here,whart cauſe youhaye rhat b?- infer. 2. 
lieve, to admirediſcriminating Grace, Why 
are you taken, and others left ? You enlight- 
ned, and-athers blinded ; is not this free di- ; Cor: 4. 
{tinguiſhing Grace ? who ſays Pail, bath made 9,8. 
thee to aiffer ? Or what haſt thou, that thou haſt Matt.y34 
not received ? Why doſt thou boaſt, as if thou 1» 13: 
hadſt not: received? Oh! Admire the free 
Grace of God in Chriſt; for to you it is gi- 
. ven to know the myſteries of the Kingdom 
of Gad, but to others it is hid. . Bleſſed are 
your Eyes, for they ſee, and your Ears, for 
they Hear; for many Prophers, and Righteons 
Men have defired to hear thoſe things whiclz 
you heard, and to ſee thoſe things which you 
have ſeen, and have not ſeen them. Oh won® 
_ derful Grace! You may, and oughrall that. 
D 4 - By 
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believe, to ſay with Paul who was a great 

1. Cor. admirer of free Grace: By the Grace of God, 
15:10» [ am what 1 am ; by the Grace of God, l am 
out of Hell; by the Grace of God, I that was 

a Perſecutor, am now a Preacher of Chriſt, 
and his Goſpel. I that was a Child of Wrath, 
and an Heir of Hell, am now an Heir of Glo- 
ry; I that was a Rebel, am now made a 

, Saint; I that was in the gall of bitterneſs, 
and in the Devils Kingdom, am now by rich 
Grace tranſlated into the Kingdom of Chriſt. 
Thus may you all ſay, who thro? Grace have 

| believed, and do believe a mph For 
Eph. 2. *tis by Grace ( from firſt to laſt ) that you 
 Y* N80 are Saved. 
| Infer. 33 Burt, 34ly, ſee here, and Learn, that yau 
| onght tro juſtify God in all his diſpenſations 
in the World. Thus did holy David, when 

God had deſerted , and afflited him, and 
ſeemed not to harken to the voice of his roar- 

POL 22, 18: 1 hou art O Lord (ſaith be) boly thou that 
2, 3. Jbabiteſt the praiſes of Iſrael. God, T have 
told you is not unjuſt in any thing that he 

Rom- 9. doth. Who art thou O Man, that replieſt a- 
20 gainſt God? Shall the thing formed, ſay to bim 
that formed it, why haſt thou made me thus ? 

Shall the Wood quarrel with the Carpen- 

ter? The Iron with the Smith ? Shall ſorry 

ſinful man quarrel with God ? Woe unto him 

Hiaiahgs. that friverh with bis Maker, Let the Potfherd 
o, 10,/trive wich the Potſberds of the Earth. Ohre- 

| verence the ſecretsof God, and donot quar- 
rel wit him ! Inquire not into the reaſon of 


; his 
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his doings which thou canſt not underſtand ; 

if you could underſtand it, you would under- 

ſtand much more, that you have no juſt rea- 

ſon to complain againſt Goa : Oh, be ſure 

that you acknowledge'that to be Juſt which 

the holy God doth! There be many things, 
which the Wiſe God hath not revealed Oh do 3 ©29e 
not ſearch them, nor cenſure them ; for he is 

Juſt in all! God ſuffered the Gentiles, about 

2000 Years ( ſaith one) to walk in dark- 

neſs, and then he revealed the Goſpel to 

them- What is the reaſon ? Is there more 

merit in vs than in our fore Fathers? Surely 

no, our Impiety is alike: Who can under- 

ſtand the reaſon ? Wee ſee the thing, but 

we underſtand not the cauſe. O! be dumb ©! 39- 
with David under the rod of God, and ſay fer: 1 
with Jeremiah, the Lord is Righteous in all b1s 1, 9, 
wayes. Corrupt man 1s not to diſpute with 

the Holy and Juſt God abour his Judgments; Job 5 r. 
he is Wiſe in Heart, and Mighty in Strength % 3»#1 5+ 
who hath haraned himſelf an ainſt him,and bath 
proſpered : Thus much for Information ©: The, 

24. Uſe is by way of examination : What UG of 
good O Chriſtians have you received by the Tryal.. 
Word ? Have you ſound it tobe « ſaviour of 2 Cor. s 
Life unto Life, and the power of God to the ſa+ 15.16. 
ving of your Souls ? Duth not my word ſaith Rom. 2- 
God, do 200d to the upright - O examine what 6 n 
good you have found by the Goſpel ? You have OY 
been hearers of it many Years; what! Have 

you received no Soul-benefit by it ? Let me 

ask you two, or three queſtions, and do you 

ask them ſeriovſly your own Souls. Haye 


(58) 
Queſt 1. . Have you been ſavingly enlightned by'the 
Spirit. in the Word ? Can; you ſay with the 

blind man, upon good graunds, I was born 

blind, but now I ſee ? Are your Eyes beloyed, 

| ©pened, and ll}uminated to ſee the evilaf fin, 

Eph. i.18. and the good that is in Jeſus Chriſt ?. Every 
9 one that is brought to Chrilt,& [atereſted in 
him, are Spiritually Ilaminated 3: their un- 
derſtandings, which were darkned, are en- 
lightned by the Spirit :. Is it thys-with you ?. 

Have the-Spirit by the Word, ſer up a di- 

vine Light in- your ' Souls ? 1s the Veil taken, 

2 Cor. 2, from off your Eyes? Are you that were dark- 
16. "cn the abſtraft, mde Light in tbe Lord ?: 


 Eph.5-8- Are you, turned from Darkneſs to Light, and 


a8: 26. from the power of Satan, to God. In a Word, 
x Cor 4 Hath God cymmanded the Light to ſhine into 
$5, 6. your Souls, and ſhewn you his Glory, n #he 
face of Feſus Chriſt ? God (faith Fas!) thas 
commandeth the Light to ſhine out of Dark- 
neſs, hath ſhined into our hearts : to give the 
Light.of the Knowledg, of the glory of God 
in the face of Crit - Is it thus with you ? 
Have you found God dealing thus with your 

Souls ? 
Queſt, 2 Are your hard and frozen Hearts, ſoftned 
| by the Word ? Have-any of you in good 
earneſt, been made to cry out with them 
3000 that were pricked at the Heart, under 
Peters Sermon ? Men and Brethren, what ſhall 
we do? Thar beloved, which neither can be 
broiſed,nor broken with any ſtrokes,nor ſoft- 
ned with any Moiſture, is hard indeed : BY 
He4: this | 
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this you may know your Hearts: Will nq 
means, and-monitiors of the Word, break , 
your Hearts ?. Will no-exhortations, entrea-. 
' ties, nor ptfomiſes init melt you t SUS 
thy beart; Q ſinner ! Muſt be hardned indeed, 
that nothing will move, nor melt it- Oh | 
have the Word, or rather the Spirit by. the 
Word, broken, and melted any of your. 
Hearts ? Haye you found it a hammer, and a 
fire? A bammer to break your rocky Hearts, Jer. 23. 
and a fire, to burn up. your Luſts,jand mel 29: 
down your hearts into Godly Sorrow. Can 
you mourn for ſin, as fin? And are you 
grieved that you can love Chrilt no better, 
nor bring forth no more Fruit for his Glory? 
are you concerned for his abſence ? And do 
you greatly rejoyce in his preſence ? If ir be 
thus,”tis a good ſign your hearts are ſoftned. 
Are you transformed by the Goſpel, into qyek. 2. 
the Image of Chriſt ? 1s che Old man put off, Eph. 4. 
- with is deeds, and the New man put on ? 22, 23- 
Can youtruly fay with Pa#/!, from good ex- 
' perience, we al with open face, beholding 4s t1 
4 glaſs,the Glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory ? Even 
by the Spirit of our Goa, have you had tranſ: 
forming ſhghts of Chriſt, in the pure Glaſs 
of the Goſpel: Are you become new Crea- 
tures? Can you remember, it was'not with 
you once, as it-is now ? Is fin Lothſome, and 
Chriſt Lovely to you ? Then you have recei- 
ved good by the Word ; and it is not a Judg» 
ment, but a Mercy to you. Ys 
| 2d. 


2 Cor 3: 
18, . 
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34. Uſe is by way ofexhortation. Oh! 


Let me exhort you all in the Name, and Fear 


of the dreadful God, tatheſe few following 
things, and I ſhall ſoon have done. 

Firſt, be exhorted and perſwaded toab- 
ſtain from all ſin, but eſpecially from ſins a- 
gainſt Light, and Knowledg. A good Man 
thro? the violence of temptationzor Infirmity, 
may {in againſt knowledge,as David and Peter 
did : But have a care (as one fays) of cold 
blood, and continuing in known fins: Re- 
member that knowledg taketh away all ex- 
cuſe of ſin. 1f 1 had not come (ſays Chrilſt to 


John 12, *he Fews ) and ſpoken ro them, they had not bad 


22. 


ſn ;, but now they have no Cloak, or Excuſe 


for their ſin : Ignorance (if not affected) may 
excuſe a tazto, but not att; but Knowledg 
will not excuſe any. Doſt thon know that 
drunkenneſs O Man! is a fin ? And that Ly- 
ing> Whoredom, and Sabboth-breaking, are 
abominable ſins; and yet Live in them ? A- 
las ! what hope canſt thou have? A willing 
practiſe of known ſins, and true repentance, 
cannot ſtand together : Nay remember it,'tis 
the ready way toa reprobate Mind, and to 
Eternal Ruine : Tho? (while in this mortal 
State ) you cannot but ſin ; yet beware of two 
things. 

Firſt, of being willingly Ignorant of that, 
wch God gives you the means to know: This 
O ſinner! Is the mark of a Reprobate 


-. Wretch, Peter tells us of ſome that are wil- 


lingly Ignorant of this; that by che Word of 
| the 
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the Lord, the Heavens were of Old, There 2 Pet. 3. 
be many that do not know Chriſt ſavingly ; 5» $ 
and this 1s their miſery ; they do not deſire by 
to know him : They ſay unto God,aepart from ol = 
us, we deſire not the Knowledg of thy ways : 
Oh ! beware of this, for to be Ignorant, and 
not deſire to know, Is a ſad ſign of a hardned 
Heart, and a blinded Mind. 

Bur, 24ly. beware of doing contrary to 
your knowledg ; For to him that knoweeh to % 
do good, and doth it not, to him it 5s a ſin, His James 4- 
knowledg aggravates his fault. To fin againſt '5 
Light, and Knowledg, is a crimſon ſin; a fin, . 
of a deep dye. Every infirmity, every thing 
that falls ſhort of the Rule, is ſin ; but much 
more, that which contradicts the Rule. This 
Man's ſin is a hainous fin, a capital fin. ; *tis 
a ſin with a. witneſs, and will be paniſhed © 
with a vengance : [f he that ſins Ignorantly, ' 
will be damned , ſurely chen,he that doth not 
what he knows, but contrary, ſhall be double |, 
damned. He that kroweth his Maſfter*s Will, 47: CO 
and doth it not, ſhall be veaten with many ſtripes, 

But, 24ly. be exhorted to comply and fall 
in with the motions of the Bleſſed Spirtt in 
the Word. Do not the: Spirit at no'time 
moye. upon your Hearts, and cauſe fome 
convictions in your Conſciences? &c. Oh! 
ſee, that when the Spirit move, you do not 
reſilt;, For his Spirit ( God hath faid) ſhall g.,, 
not always ſtrive with Man, Oh! quench 2» 6, 
not the Spirit, turn not a deaf Ear to his 
Calls; do not drown his convictions ( as ſome 

| 3615 
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. . tnaCop of Ale, or in merry Company: But 


I myſt not inlarge: Fherefore in the | 
Third and laft Place; Be exhortedand 
perſwaded dayly to fear and dread, being 
ardned by the Goſpel; a hardned Heart 
is 2 moſt heavy ſudgement ; the more it is - 


'upon a man, the leſs he feels it; and: the 


further he is from a poſſibility of repenting 


truly, aud believing in Chriſt: for Salvati- 
-,.7 an; he muſt needs run head-long to'evil, 
; and to Hell, whom the Deyil' drives. But, 


Queſt. . 
Anſwer; 
gccles- | 


$-1,2. 
Phal. 119», 
Wb 


- Some may .ask me, what they muſt do 


' to eſcape this Judgement, of being blinded 


and hardned by the. Word. | 
Firſt, When ever you hear the Word 
preached, hear it with Reverence and At- 
tention ; Keep thy Foot when thow poeſh to 


'the houſe of God, be reverent in bis Preſence, 


and bear the word with due Attention, 'as it 


'is the word of God : Let it not go in at 


.* one Ear, and out of the other, but hide it 


\ nf 


jin- your hearts, that you may not ſin againſt 


God. | | | | 
..- 2dly, Meditate. upon the Grace of God 
in Chriſt, to- poor ſinners ; think dayly on 


the freeneſs, fulneſs and riches of it- If 


the ſerious Thoughts of Grace and Love 


to undone Sinners, will not melt you, and 
conſtrain you to leave your ſins and love 
Chriſt, who have loved you to the Death ; 
| know not what will : The prodigal Son 
when he thought of the fulneſs of Bread, 
that was in his Fathers Houſe ; then _—_— 


« 
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ſolved to return home, andfell down at his 
Fathers Feet, and ſaid, Father, 1 have ſinned Luk. 15: 
againſt Heaven, and before thee; and am not 9 
worthy to be called thy Son, Nothing like 
Grace and Loye to conſtrain, melt — 
humble the Sinner. Oh! Think muc Py 
God's Love and Grace. 

. But laſtly, For I muſt not enlarge; pray 3: 
earneſtly to God for a ſoft and tender heart , 

lead his Covenant Promiſe ; who hath ſaid, 
[That be will take. away the Heart of Stone, and E zek- 26. 
give a heart of Fheſh : "Ox? Pray that e every * an 
Sermon may ſoften your Heart, 42d melt it ga1. 4. 
ppgoyy i yn Heaps Gets, 40: 
me, but there's few 1 Gar! 6aro6k 
for Grace, and for - tender © Heart AE nk wg 
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4. £00 ord. Pj my" Soul. | parts”. eine | 
” jet da:mores but! leare 1 what hath 


Go D. [ tant of al ot 
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. Pray, C onrteous Reader, mend with your Pen 
. theſe following Faults. 


' ,."TyAge 7- line 32. for Sword reed Fear. ' In the ſame Page, 
P for Temption read Temptation. Page 13. 4-8 
| for Means read Meant. ' Page 9g. line 3. for Tudiciouſly 
read Judicially, Page 15+. line 32. for Promulging read 
Promulgation. Page 38. line 3. for Ways read Voice. 
Page 29+» line 10. for Pleaſures redd Phealure. In the 
ſame, for To read Into. 
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|SERMONs- 


= Tim. iv. Verſe 1 vii. Viit. 


I heve foiight a good fight, 1 have fimiſh- 
ed my courſe, I have kept the Faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for: me a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the Righteous Judge ſhall give me 
at that Day : And not to me only, but 
awnto all them alſo that love his ap- 


fearing. 


' Olomon the Wilz tells us ; 5 eoery 
thing there is a Seaſon, and a Time, 
a Time to be Born, and a Time to Die, 
a Time to Mourn, and a 1ime to Re- 

Joyce. EedleT. 2. 1.69. 

| doubt not, All the Godly and the Se. 
rious, and Snfible nr” preſent, will readi- 
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ly acknowledg2 with me, That this is a 
Time to Mourn: But will it. not look 
like the adventuring on a Paradgy, to at- 
firm to you”, iThar it is alſo a_Imme to Re- 
Fs one pes *6 

A Tire it is indeed to Mourtzfor the loſs 
of ſo dear a Relation, and fo Pious and 
Chriſtian a Friend : But are we not Chri- 
ſtians as well as Men? And while. Na- 
ture feeles, ſighs, nay finks at the diſmal 
Loſs of Friends, or Relations ; Grace ſhould 
triumph over Nature, and Faith over Senſe. 
While we are bemoaning their loſs, we 
ſhould be Rejoycing ' mm the Crown and 
Glory of Saints, of which number ſhe was 
we have ſo great Reaſon to be aſſured. Our 

eccaled Friend was one of their Num- 
ber, who by their Holy Converſation give 
a plain, and ſenſible demonſtration of rhe 
Power -of the Principles of our © Holy Pro- 
teſſion, both by their Lite; and their Death ; 
For Words have not that Erergyand* Force, 
that Action and Converfation hath ;. a 
ſhining Life, and a triumphant Death, per- 
ſwade beyond all the Power of Argu- 
ment, or charms of Rethoric. k | 

And concerning the not oniy unblamea- 
blenels, but Piouſneſs 'of her Life , tor 
whoſe Death we now Mourn, it was ſo well 
known ro all that knew her , that ſhe hath 
therein a better CharaCter, than I can give” 
her ; for modeſty of Stile, and Reſerves of 
Expreſkon become me', when I confider the 
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Modeſty. and Humility of her Deportment, 
through the whole of her Lite. 

I come [therefore now to the Text. I 
have propoſed to Diſcourle upon. The 
whole Text is drawn in Figures, borow- 
ed from the Olmpic Games, well known in 
the Times, and Places in which the A- 
poſtle wrote.. Games appointed for all the 
activities of Perſons, prepared by Frame. 
and Conſtitution of Body, Vigour of Mind, 
ard Inclination, and itrictly Diſciplined, 
Dieted, and Exerciſed thereunto: Such an 
alluſion is at other times made ufe of by 
the Apoſtle ,, as 1 Cor.. 9. 24. And being 
danctified , by the Divine Spirit; 18 moſt 
clegant and exprefhive ;ot holy Senles. 

In this Place The @peſtle of the Gentiles 
C1VcS us under theſe Exblems a threefold 
Character of himſelt ; and then ſets our the 
Prize. 

7, His , Encountriag , and Combating 
all the 'Femptarions of Satan within, and 
of the World without ; wherein he Fovghr, 
not as one that. beatetÞ the Air, bur ar 
ſharps (as they ſay) with great efte&, for 
Offence and Defence, as thoſe Combarants 
alluded to uſed to do. «  -- Na 

2. He (who reccived the Prize)Fin/hed bis 
I$Cur/e, Therein he alludes to rthoſe,. who, 
Run in'a Race that they might Obtain»: 
He Ran not as in certainly: He Ran'the. 
whole Corſe of Doing and Suftering,» and: 
of his Miniſtry, and Apoſtleſhip, the whole 

| B 2 Rage 


6 SI 7 


35. JC Bits By the Grace of God 1 am Har 
20; " wo / + $+ WA ; phe ics ” 5 


4 A Funeral Sexmon. 
Race = before him to the very Mark. 
- . 3. Je _ the Faith, the great Faith of 
the Goſpel, in union-to the Crucifted Ze: 
ſas, 'which was the fcandal of the ery 
and Gentiles ; even the Croſs of Chriſt, aid 
the Obedience of Faith in all the Ho- 
lineſs, Mos rification to the World, and the 
Lufts of it within, and withour ; and doth 
extend to all kinds of Suffering, Heavenly- 
neſs of Mind , and Converſation : Hereby 
he behaved himſelf, as a mighty Champion, 
that by no means would ler go his Hold, 
or Depoſeum, the Pear! of great Pr12e, or 
{urrender it'to' the violence againſt it. 
And 4o he leads us to the ſecond Part 
of this great Text, -under the ſame at: 
Iufton, The Crown, or the: Prize ; not 
the. Corruptible- Crown of thoſe Games, 
but the. Incorruptible; to which the A- 
{tle refers, o Man is not Crowned except he 
ſftriveLawfully ,, ard herein he thus exprefles 
himfelt;, Henceforth 7s laid ” for. me a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, 'which the Righteous 
Tort Dealt procmns fo et eo! 
- Before 1- begin with the Firſt Chara- 
Qter,:1 would conſtder the Apdftles Ex:- 
preſhon of himſelf ;-1 have Forght, 1 have 
Finiſhed, IT have Kept. - Now it is certain 
the :Apoltle', who acknowledges- himſelf 
ohief of Snners, and leaft of Saints., would 
nor ſpeak -of -hinaſelf, as in, or of, or by 


himſalf's. bur is ro be interpreted by 1 Cor. 


*S Ng, 
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] am; and not I, but the Grace of God tha 

was with me. And Gal. 2.10. 1 Live, yrt 
not I; but Chriſt Liveth in me. Altho? 
therefore at the fr{t view, the Apoſtle may 
appear, as a ſelf-Sublifting, a ſelt-Confident 
Perſon in that three ' fold (I:) Yer when 
we duly Weigh what he ſays in thole 
places, Nor IT: Ir 1hews, when he ſpeaks 
thus, he couhders himfelt as in Chriſt the 
Head-, and Saviour of the Body, who re- 
preſented his, in all he Did and Suttered- 
But further, He is in all his united to him 
by Faith, He do:b «all their TWorkss in them, 
and for ihem, and thus in him, by the Pow- 
er they receive trom him, by being ſtrong 1x 
the Grace, that is, in Jejas Chrift, They 
do all, They do, io that the Apoſtle when 
he faith, (1) does not mean himlelt, by (1) 
as ſingle, 1olitary, divided trom Chriſt ; 
but as in-him, by him; as to the Strength, 
Lite, Principle he acted trom. He did all 
'in Chriſt ; ard not only ſo , but as the 
Power, ard rhe Action flowing from ir 
was in Chriſt ; So the acceptance, the ma- 
king up the Impertections, the taking a- 
way the Guilr, rhe Corruption, The ſet- 
tine him free from the Law of Sin and 
Death , In regard of condemnarion falling 
pon Sin dwe//ing in bm. In all this, he 
 I6oks wholly to Chriſt; and ſo his Fjgh- 
ting, Finiſhing his Courſe, keeping the Fauh, 
Are to be limited; Net*l, bur Chriſt a- 
lone didall ia me and was accepted tor me 
WE os 7 +. This 


> 
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This 15s therefore, the not only Enceu;: 
agement, but the very ſipport, nay more, 
the ſubtiftnce of Saints in all their holy 
Attion and Motion: All is in Chrift. 

And this 1s their conſolation in the 
midit of {o many Clouds of Guilt, and 
Imperizction; that they have a faithful and 
mercijul bigh Priefſi who makes Reconcil:- 
ation; and periumes their Perſons, and 
ſervices with his much Incenſe. And tho? 
many are ignorant of this great Goſpel Do- 
Etrin , this was the conſolation of our 
Friend ins her Dying Hours. 

Now this Explication of the Apoſtles 
24S it ſhuts our on one fide all the Phariſaic 
Boafis in onr {clves, all the Selt'righteouſ: 
neſs andSeli-fuiliciency of Legalitts; to it ut- 
terly condemns all the Liccarious pretenhions 
of Carnaliſts, to live as they pleaſ? ; or to. 
be Slothtul , Negligent, Careleſs, UnaQtive 
in theie great Tranfactions : For though 
they live all in Chrift, depend wholly on 
Him tor acceptance ; yet all His are under 
the Holy Conſtraints of Love, and the Obli- 
gations of Filial Obedience ; and Chrift in 
them is a Principle of Spiritnal Lite, and 
Highett Activity. So that they can neither 
be looſe. or plead Lberzy as a Cloak of Wick- 
edneſs, nor be dull, and ſtupid in the ways 
of Chrift. And herein our Deceaſed Friend 
had learned Chrift ; In all things ſenfible of 
Dury ; but Living as ro Juſtification and Ac- 
Ceprance with God above, With thoſe, who 
"ER As 22 N66 
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are the Creamciſion, Worſhipping God an the 
Spirit, rejoicing in Criſt Feſus ; and having 
no confidence in the Fleſh, and to ſhe was able, 
though ſo young a Perſon, to. ſing the Song 
of Victory : O Death Where is thy Sting £ * 
Oh Grave ! Where is tby Vifttory I thank 
God through Feſus Chriſt my Lord, who bath 
given me the Villory. This made Her ear- 
neſtly defire a remove our of the Body, axd - 
to be with Clift. ES, 
Thus I have given the True Evangelical 
ſenſe of the Apoltle placing 10 much upon 
himſelf, I have Foxght, and F:nſhed, and 
Kept. *Tis bur as it he had ſaid, I have, 
'1 can do all things through Chriſt ſlreagtb- 
neing me: and I can look look upon all 
with Joy, and Triumph , becauſe all ty 
Impurities aad Impertccetions are anſwered 
for,, and my. Perſon is waſhed with the 
' pure Water of his Sacrificing Blood. 
Let us then confider the great ſence 
, of the: Apoſtle; 1 have faught a good Fight. 
Wherein he comes fortit in the ſtrength of 
' Febovah Feſus Chriſt the Lord of Hoſts. As 
David the Warrior of the Lord, under the 
Captain of Salvation, Reſolved, and arm'd 
-at all Points; and that had with Courage 
and Fidelity, almoſt now.to.the very lalt, 
carried on 1o far, as his. Station reach'd, 
the... tull . Conqualt and Victory of Jeſus 
1 Criſt, he is now 7114mpbing over all Ene- 
Mes, : 
For the Explaining . of this wartare, 2» 
| ras 
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the wairs of the T.ord, as they are ſtil'd, 
Numb. 21. 14. We are to conſider the Great :« 
Lord mighty in. Battle, who arms all his ; 
even the: Lord Jeſus, who appoints them ; 
who are therefore ſtiled Good Soldiers of - 
Feſus Chriſt, who hath Redeemed them, 
from being ſlaves of Juſtice, of Wrath, ot 
Satan; and they therefore are ſaid to over- 
come by the Blood. of the Lamb. So their 
very fetting out is by his B/ood ; They are 
Arm'd by him with Courage, Spirit, and 
Might within. He reaches their bands to 
War, and their Fingers to Fight; by him © 
they run throueh a Troop, by bim they leape 
over a Wall; it is he that Grrdeth them 
with ſtrength to the Battel, that they may 
help the Lord agarnſt: the mighty ;, and that 
all Enemies may. be ſubdued ro him ; and 
trherefore the Fight is c1lled a good Fight 
with great Reaſon. 

1. The Apoſtle had to Fight wirh him- 
felt, his carnal Reaſon to Throw down the 
ftrong holds of that , to bring every thought. 
anto Capiiviy to Chrift, all thoſe high 
Thoughts ot ſelf-Kighteouſueſs, to flight: ' 
all conferences with rieſh and Blood, and 
to repel them, when tempied to ſuch dif- 
loyal Treaties; to bring under the Law of 
bis Members that warred againſt the Law 
of his Mind, aud would bring him inta 
Capiivity to the Law of Sin, and Death, 
ro bring under ſubjettion that carnal Mind ; 
that is enmity t0God ; not ſubjed to the Law 

| 0 
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of God, nitber indeed can be ; that in dwelling 
Sin. All thoſe Wilkngs and Luſtings a- 
gainſt tbe Spirit , In regard of which, the 
Apoſtle Expreſſes himſelt in the Langu- 
_ age of a Combarant in thoſe Games, that 
deals the moſt ſubduing, and mortity ing 
Strokes and Blows; ſo he upon all Bodily 
Inclinations and Luſts. And this is one 
great Point of the good Fight, the A- 
poltle reviews with ſo much comfort : But 
it is in Chriſt, and through Chriſt ,. by 
whom , in whom as Crucified with him , 
the F!z/h with its Lufts and Afﬀections are 
Crucified: and not in, or by himſelt. 

2. The Apoſtle had to, Fight with the 
World, in all both ics inticements and bland- 
iſhments, and in regard of its Threats, 
Rages, and Perſecutions ; In both regards 
faith He, I am Crucified to the World, 
and the World to me, Gal: 6.14, But it is 
in Chriſt, and his Croſs alone enabled 

im. 
- 3. He had to. Fight. with all the Enemies 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, in reſiſtance to 
the Grace of Chriſt,in the Hearts'of all, 
to whom He Preached ; For ſpeaking of 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, He ſaizh, be 
Weapons of our Warfare are mighty: '50 
with. the open prateſied: Oppolitions...to 
the Truth of Chriſt ' in his Redempiion. 
Fo.the Fews a Scandal 5ST 1t way, Contr 
tq; all. the Revelation of God, in the Q 
deftamenty; and. to the KOVuS toaliſtneſs 
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as if it had no Agreement with the Rea- 
fon?, Learning, and Wit of: Men ' of Un- 
der ſtanding, and 'Accompliſhment, 1 Cor. 
I-23. Ri 

' 4 He had to Fight with the Powers of 
| Darkneſs, Spiritual Wickedneſſes in high | 
Places ,, as every Chriſtian hath', For as He | 
fays, we War nor, That is, not principally ; a- 
gainſtFleſh .andBlood;but againſt Principalities 
andPowersthe Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
World. And for the maintaining this Fight, 
He had the ſame necefſity with all Saints ; 
To take to himſelf the whole Armor of God, 
that he might * fland in the evil day, and 
baving drne all to ſtand, Eph. 6. 10. 

5. All the Perfecutors, and their cruel- 
ty, like the Beaſts of Epheſus, in what 
Senſe ſoever taken, He had to Fight with ; 
wherein He ſuffered; as an ev! -doer ; and 
was Klled all the Day long. But in all, He 
was more than a congueror, through him who 
Loved bim. | | 

6. he had to Fight with Guilt, Death-and 
the Grave, the Wrath 10 come; and with all 
the uvnbelief of his 'own Heart ; But he over 
eame by the continual Application He made 
tothe pon pony gon DB - 
us, 'WN © Loved him, and gave *Nimfelj jor 
in] za whom: be defired to be Found. So 


he Ran wp to that aſſurance,” ts make 

5 challenge, who ſhalt Jay any thing, tt 
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Sent, nor Things to come, ſhould be able to 
ſeparate him from the Love of Chriſt ; and fo 
he could Sing that Triumphant Song ; Oh 
Death where 1s thy Sting © Oh Grave where 7s 
zby Viltory? The Sting of Death is Sin , the 
Strength of Sin is the Law, but thanks be 
to God through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, as 
in the caſe of the Body of S$i7 and Death. 
All he. places ſtill in Chriſt ; and thus we 
lee on all accounts, The Apoſtle Foght 
a good Fight, and through Chriſt had the 
Proſpect of a High and Noble End of the 
VVar, that is, of Victory. _ | 

Head 2. I come then ro the Second Point 
of the Apoſtles Triumphing Declaration of 
his own State in Chriſt; I have finiſhed my 
' courſe, That we may rightly apprehend, Here 
are two things to be underitood by it. . . 
. I. The General courſe of a Chriſtian 
State in its own Motion, Aion, Converlati- 
on, from the Time of Converhon unto the 
very Hour of Death. This was one thing 
the Apoſtle underſtood hy his courfe, for God 
having drawn out the Line of Lite, as he 
hath ſeen fir for every one of his Servants ; 
Their courſe of Chriſtian Agtion is by hint 
drawn out proportionable ; So thar there 1s 
no part to be unadorn'd ; Somerhing of Pub- 
lick, Private, Secret, Unholy Action is to be 
applyed to every part of it; There muſt be 
a Running to obtain : It is called therefore 
Running the Race, that is ſet before as 
Looking to Feſus; toſhew in whoſe ſtrength 
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the who!leRace is run; So, It is expreſſed con - 
cetning David, by his ſerving his Generation 
according to the will of God; and of Fobns ful- 
| filling his courſe, as 2 Servant of God in a 
Holy Converſation, befiles his Miniſterial 
fervice : How many great concernments hath 
every Chriſtian to look to; His Implantation 
into Chriſt, Renovation, New Creation, The 
In-dewelling of the Sprrit, the Graces, and 
Fruits of it ; His L7ving, walking in the Sf1- 
mts Ihe work of Faith with Power ; Sorrow 
after God working Repentance to Salvation 
neverito be Repented of. "The conſtraining. 
Love of Chriſt, the Irving to him, the dying. 
Payly, Converſe with the Word of God, He.-r- 
ing, Reading, Meditation, Holy Dilſcourle, 
- Prayer, Thankſgiving ; Selt-denyal, Sufter- 
ings, being made meet to be Partakers of the 
Inheritance of the Saints in Light : All theſe 
with much more ſet before us in Scripture, 
"ſhew us,what the Race of a Chriſtan is; what 
-his corr/e is; Now to find our Heart engag'd 
herein, with all earneſtneis Pre/zrzg forward 
79 reach the markby the utmoſt ftrerch and 
extending, our ſelves to ir, is what the Apo- 
File {peaks of himſelf : He had run on in this 
Chriſtian courſe, on this Line, to very near 
the End of his Line of Lite ; and it is a Glo- 
-rious* Review. of a fincere, much more of an 
Fminent Chriſtian ; while he can behold 
Chriſt, the 4/pba, and Omega, the Beginning, 
and End of All ; All rhe Haltings, the Falls, 
Falſe-ſteps, the many Lingerings, made up, 
= Anſwered, 
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AnFwered, and Attoned for by the Az- 
thor, and Finiſher 4 our Faith, who fer 
ihe Foy ſett before Him, tan the whole 
courſe, the Father Lin'd out ro Him, Dog 
always the things pleaſing in his fight ; Who 
ſer every ſtep according to his Obedientiat 
Love to the Father, and thetore went forth 
to his Death with higheſt Reſolution ; Let 
us Ariſe (laith he) and (7obn 14. 21.) Gs 
hence : He endured the Croſs, deſpiſed the 
ſhame, and is ſet down on the right hand af 
the Majeſty on High : And thus his ſervants 
follow his ſteps, and ſo we have reaſon td 
hope of this his Servant, that ſhe was 
{witt, ſhe Frmſhed ber cour/e.the Finiſhed the 
courſe ſhe was ſert in, though a more pri- 
vate, and retired one, before ſhe was Pro» 
hibited, as the true ſenſe of that word, 
we Trantlate ( Not ſuffered) lignities, Heb. 
7. 21. locominue any longer there. 

2: There 18 yet a higher, and more ex- 
altzd ſenſe of rhe Apoltle tinifhing bis 
courſe , not a more ſubſtantial or Funda- 
mental ſenſe ; For thar is indeed the Fun- 
damenral ; All the redeemed of Chriſt in, 
and by him, running their courſe, and fo 
entring into their Aaſlers Foy; but there 
was alſo in all times a more Publick, and 
tigh ſphere of Attion; Into which God 
hach been pleaſed to raiſe ſome ot his 
ſervants ; and there hath not been a high- 
er, then the Miniſtty of the Goſpel; and 
molt particulaily, the Apoſtclick;z and 5A 
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this undoubtedly the Apoſtle had regard, 
when he here 1aith, I have Finiſhed my 
courſe. | 
_ For herein the Apoſtle had a Line given to 
him and a meaſure, the meaſure of the Line, 
which he would nor ſtretch himſelf, nor into 
other Mens Labours, but according the Rule 
Or Line preſcribed him by God, 2 Cyr. 10. 
t2, Ec. And this was ſo abundant, that 
he Laboured more abundanily, 'then any 
other, 1 Cor.,15. 10. He was the Apoſile of 
the Gentiles, Ainiſtring the Goſpel of God 
ſo to them, thar the offerins up of the 
Gentiles might he a Sacrifice, Acceptable 
zo God by Jeſus Chriſt, heing ſantified by 
the Holy Spirit ;. which was indeed a high 
tphere of Chriſtian Goſpel-Adtivity ; and 
whereof he ſaith, He might Glory; And zhe 
Line was ſo every way enlarged, that he 
Preached the Go/pel round about from Fe: 
tuſalem to Wiyricum, Rom. 15. 16, &©c. He 
did tully, or Fuifi/ to Preach the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and He ſtrived to Preach where 
Chriſt bad not been Named ; And all this 
was made efficacious, by Atighty Sens, and 
Wonders, by the Power of the Spirit of 
God. $0 thar it was belt tor the Churches, 
and more needtul he ihould continue, ihough 
to bis loſs, Phil. 1. 21. In all this Notwith- 
ftanding; He was molt mindful to aſcribe 
a0 Graf. Io 19-70. By 8c: 
Grace of God be was A//; that He was; 
| arl 
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and after all his Diſcourſe. of his Line, 
and mea/ire, He concludes ; He that Glori. 
eth, Let bim Glory 1m the Lord, 2 Cor. 
Io. I7. The Apoltle F:fhed this _ 
under and by the High Prieſt, and Ap lg 
of our Profeſſion, whole the tupreme 
ry in all is ; Inaſmuch as He, who Built 
the Honſe hath more Honour, then the 
Houſe ; whole Houſe with all Prophets, : 
Apoſtles, and Sarnts, Heb. 3. 1. The Apo- 
{tle was ; For He. who Built Al Thimgs im 
his C hurch, is God and our Saviour Fes 
ſus Chriſt. 
' Head 3. I ' come now to the third 
Head, or CharaQter, the Apoſtle gives of 
himſelf. I have keps the Faith ; . This 
Completes the whole : Herein the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks again, as a mighty Champion, that 
rTetain'd the Riches of Faith, Much more 
precious, then of Gold, that Peri/heth 
The Faith he retain'd with ſich a Might, 
and would by no means ſujter ic to be terced 
our of his Hand. 
1. That Great Principal, and moſt eſſen- 
tial Faith, the Apoſtle kepr, or held faſt, is 
Jeſus Chriſt Himſelf, and his Righteouſneſs, 
who is pleaſed, becauſe he' himſelf is w_ 
the All of Faith, T0 be ſtyled Faith it fi 
Gal. 3, 23, 
* 2. It is the whole Trath of the __ 
-I hs & 2 Fude gives'it the Honourable 
Title- of the Faith once, 'at once, once for 
Al; Delivered 70 the Saims, Jude 3. Com- 
(YG +» | t Prizing 
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prizing the Righteouſneſs of Faith by which 
me 7u({t Live, and receive even full ſlur: 
ance of underſtanding: The Righteouſneſs of 
God revealed from Faith to Faith ; The Faith 
embracing the 1ruth that is after Godlineſs, 
witich whoever walks contrary to, demes the 
Faith; The Faith that looks to the Erernal 
State and Condition ; which Hymeners and 
Philetus, denying by ſaying, The Reſurreti- 
an was paſt already, overthrew the Eaith of 
forme. This'the Apoſtle held, faſt in all the 
&nſcs of ir, now given, and would: by no 
means: part with, or betray to any Seducers, 
or Adverſaries of one ſort, or other ; as was 
defore aflerted, under the: firſt ChuaraQer of 
Fehting @ good Fight. 

2. The inward Grace of Faith in the 
KVeart, and Holy confeſſion of which the 
Apoſtle faith,: Rom. 10. With the Heart, Man 
believes unto Righteouſneſs, and with * the 
Month confeſſion is (made to ſalvation ; The 
Life, be 1d by the Faith of the Son of God, 
who loved him and gave himſelf for him. 
The Faith even the P/erophory of it, ſprinck- 
Iing the Heart from.an Evil Conſcience by the 
Blood of Feſus,. the. Faith, by which we have 
Peace with God, the faith that embraces the. 
Promiſes, by which we cleanſe our ſelves 
from all Filthineſs of Fleſh, and Spirit ; the 
ſoeild of faith, 'The Apoſtle Exhorts. above 
al. to take to queneh the fiery Darts of the 
Dvvil;, The faith, by which the Elders ob- 
narned [0 Honourable a Teſtimony, and = 
nf MMOP; 
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Mory, Heb. 11. In all thoſe their great As; 
The faith that paſs through all afflitions, 
temptations, and tryals, till thoſe Pillars are 
{:t-up with this Inſcription, Rev.13. Here is 
the Faith and Patience of the Saints, here are 
zhey, who keep the Commandments of God, 
and hold the [eſiimony of Feſus ; Laſtly the 
faith, the very preſence of rhings hoped for, 
raiſes to that — of hope, that enters. 
zathin the Veil. All Saints with the Apoſtle 
who by faith have dyed, and Nept 77, and 
by 7e/us, and are entred into reſt with 
him, even as this ſervant of the Lord hath 
done by the ſame faith; and whom God 
gven our Lord Feſus will bring with 
him, the Ling remaining Saints ſhall not 
Anticipate ; The Lord my God will come; and 
ell his Saints with him : But in all this faith, 
our whole ſubfiſtence is in, and by the Aw- 
tor, ant Finiſher of Faith. x 
And ſo 'we are come to the ſecond part of 
the Text ; Henceforth is laid up for me a 
Crown 7 Righteouſneſs ; This is the Prize 
of the High Calling of God in Feſus Chrift ; 
Eternal Glory, the Eternal Inheritance, Eter- 
nal Redemption ; the whole Excellency, Glo- 
ry, 'and Bleftedneſs of the Erernal. State is 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Lieht ; which 
is alone'by Jeſus Chriſt in us; the —— 
Glory reſerved in Heaven : This the Lord 
as a Righteous Fudge gives, and-he gives as 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs ; Becauſe Jeſus 
Chriſt hath purchaſed it with his own 
32:0 Blood, 
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Blood, and Obedience ; And in him, it is 
that Saints are able to ſubfiſt in this Eternal 
Glory ; Being made Ike him, by ſeeing him 
as be is ; but moſt Glorious, herein is that 
State, He in the Father. the Father in Him ; 
and Saints hereby in Chriſt, and in zhe Fa- 
ther ; and the Love wherewith the Father 
J.oved Him, even before the Foundation of 
the World is in them, becauſe He 7s in them, 
and in all this the Son Intercedes with the 
Father, as .a Rightcous Father, John 17. 24, 
ET ce 
To open this part of the Text, accordin 
'to the Tenor of the preſent Diſcourſe, ſo 
far, as we have proceeded. | 
1 1. That expreſſion of the Apoſtle ; Hence- 
forth,” or as the word in the Greek hgnifies, 
acmy, I1bat which remaineth is, there 7. 
laid up for me, &c. An expreſſion ſuitable 
- to: this is, that, Heb. 4. 9. There remarnetÞ a 
reſt for the People of God ; This hath an 
_ Immutable certainty ; It the Judgment of 
. wicked Men be /aid wp 7n ſtore with God, 
and Sealed among bis treaſures, Deut. 32. 
34. How much more - the Salvation, the 
. Glory, and Blefſedneſs of his Saints: It. is | 
*" as. Ce1Tain, and: mnch more certain; then'as 
in themſclyes, the precedent Fighting the 
good Fight, &c. For their aſſurance is not in 
themſelves, They would: fail and come be- 
Hind,-as Combarants not obtaining the Prize - 
It all the certainty were in themſelves ; as 
Tine Angels not Elect, and Adam tail'd, - fell 
ort ; 
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ſhort : But the Prize it ſelf to be given to 
them.who do Fighr.and Ryv7, is in the nature 
of the thing out of themſelves, and 'in God 
alone ; and is afſur'd by his Righteouſneſs, 
and Veracity, that cannot fail. This re- 
mainder is ſo Connexed, as not poſtible to be 
ſeparated. from what went before ; and more 
Impoſſible by far to fail, then what went be- 
fore, as in us, but as all 1s ſure 1n the Grear 
farety, Tt is to be fulfilled in all his ; Even 
as the Dehr He paid tor them is 1et far 
above all doubts. 

2. In this aſſurance of the Prize, the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks ſo triumphingly of, he fays, 
The Lord, the Righteous Fudge ſhall groe we ; 
He Styles the Lord, the Fudge, and the Righ- 
teous Fudge, in agreement with rhe cultom 
of thoſe Garnes ; In which rhere was a Per- 
{9n, ſolemnly conſtituted, who ihould ad- 
Jvdge the Prizes, and Derermine the Law: 
fulneſs of the proving, as the Apoitle favs, a 
Man is not Crovened, except be ftrive Laws 

' fully. And it was expected from ſuch a 
Perion in that State of Honour, that: he 
Ihould be Fair, Equal, and Fult in all his 
ſudgment, and Determination ; and 1t al- 
fures the Judgment ot the Lord to be in all 
things, admirable ſor its greareſt Equity, 
Righteouſnels, and Judgment z For the Righ- 
teous Lord Loveth Righteouſneſs, Plal. 11, 7. 
And thus in allufion ro this in that fo known 
Seat of alluſton to theſe Games, the Apoſtle 
lays;l keep under my NY ADE with __ 

| 2 relt 
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reſt methods, Bring it into ſubjeion , Leaſt 
while I Preach to others ; 1 my ſelf ſhould 
become one Rejeded, ro whom the Prize is 
not Judg'd; one unworthy the Prize ; Be- 
cauſe he who Determines, is a Righteors 
Fudge, and will not be Impoſed upon with 
ontiides, or Formalities. © © — 
. But here the great doubt is, where is the 
Saint to be found, who can ſtand before a 
Judge, a Righteous Fudge, ſuch' a Righteous 
Fug as the Lord is? - 

And the alone Anſwer is, according to 
what hath been” ſaid already ; That it de- 
pends wholly upon what hath been done by 


the Caprain of their ſalvation , ' His Obedi- ” 


ence and his Sacrifice, the Author, and Fi- 
miſher of Faith , What he hath done with- 
out them; That, in which he was wholly 
alone, and none of his with him ; and that 
which he works in all his. as their Head of 
Life, and Influences ; making them ſtrong in 
the Grace, that Reftdes ſupremely, and vi- 
tally in H:7mſe!lf, and flows continually into 
them; and that by way of inward Reft- 
dence and Poſſeſſion; by his Duwe!ling in them, 
John 6. 57. And they in him; Even as the 
Living Father ſent him, anq he Lives by the 
Father, ſo all Beligvers lrve by Him and in 


11m ; 


- This then being the Fundamental Merita: | 


rious Account ; Chriſt All, and in 41), there 
35 a Glorious, Reſplendent Juſtice, and Equi- 
iy in Gods Adjudication of the Prize to all 


gaints - 
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Saints in Him ; Becaufe. there is an exact 
Ballance, between what is Chrifts, and the 
Glory of the Crown, and of the P*72e ; S6 
that Scripture delights in the uſe of the 
Word, Fuft, Righteous, Righteouſneſs in the 
Admenſurarion to all in Chriſt at 7hat Day 
7uſt, and the 7uſtifier of Him that believes 
in Jeſus; He is Fuſt to forgrove us our Sins, 
and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſueſs, 
by way of Acquitance, and Judiciary dil- 
charge ; hecauſe, Ihe Blood of Feſus Chriſt his 
Son hath by /atrsfattion, and Sacrifice tor 
{in, firſt cleanſed from all unrighteouſneſs, 
1 John 1. 10. And there is an Illuftrious Er- 
ſen of Fuſtice, and Righteouſneſs, in the 
Fudgment of God, wryua 3 And a Flag of De: 
fyance againlt all Adverſiries, the Calum. 
nies of Malicious Devils, and enraged Spi- 
of wicked Men, 2 The. 1.5, Ec. Hung our ; 
(we 1ranſlate a mojnifeſt token) in that Day, q 
Pay of Adjrdging the Prizes; That Day of 
the Revelation of tho Righteous Fudgment of 
God, Rom. 2. 5. 

| And thereigre the Crown is call'd, as in 
ſom? places a Crown of Glory, 1 Pet. 5. 4. 
And a Crown of Life ; So here a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, as due to Chrilt in his; thoug 
tO us, as in our ſelves, It is a Crown give 
the G1fz of Free Grace, as Elernal Life, 
pos'd ro Death the wages, due demerir. : 
deſert of Sin: It is Free Gift in Jens Chrif 
upholding the Glory of Juſtice, and Rig 
tzoulncis 11 that Gitt, 
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3. The Crown (ſays the Apoſtle ) ſhall 

be given at that Day , There are two Times 

Eminently Styled in Scripture, that Day. 

1. The Day of the firſt opening of the 
Glory of the Goſpel ; and afrer a time of 
Eclipſe by the An-chriftian Apoſtacy, thin- 
ng out again in Glory ; In which firſt and * 
laſt the great Prophecres of Scripture are 
Frlfilted ,, we find therefore often in the Pro- 
pber; In thoſe Pays, and In that Day, as 2ll 
Compriz'd under thar great Point of time 
the Fulnefs of time; the appearance of 
Chriſt in the Fleſh, Gal. 4. 4. And the time 
from thence running. io his apnearance. 

2. The, that Day of the Appearance of 
Telus Chriſt, and of his Kingdom, as they 
are joyn'd a 1ittle before the. Text ; that Fu/- 
aeſs of ATT imes,when all thall be placed, that 
is Happy and Bleiled under their cad, Epn. 
i. 1c. And to zhat Day is often uſed in the 
Epiitles of the New Teſtament , as here, 
and continuaily ; thar Great Day, that Day, 
wherein ſhall be fo G10 ous an Unveiling, 
4 Revelation of the things, that have now 
been kepr ſecret, bur ſhall then be 1ert our 
in the trueſt, and moſt Glorious Light ; 
The Beauty of every thing 1n its own Ppro- 
per ſeaſon, to which ſod hath reterr'd in 
that General Table of time, Gol hath 
drawn. and that So/omon gives in iIhort tho 
Heads oft, in thar fo wiſe Book, the Book 
of Ecc/efraſtes, or of the Preacher. Ar the 
End of the izveral events, there recorded ; 


laying, 


— rare 
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ſaying. God bath made every thing Beaut1- 
ful in its ſeaſon ; But, becaule it does not, or 
may not without wile Keterences to that 
Erernal World' be underſtood to be fo; He 
1avz, God hath ſett Erernity, or the Erernal 
World in their Hearts, Ecc/.2.1. £c. Then alto 
are all the Great M:ſteries of rhe Golpel ſhall 
be clearly unfolded. and laid open ; All the 
various dealings of God with his own, and 
ith the Men of his preſent Hand, and 
might ; the Men of th7s Word ; ſhall be un- 
riddled, and diſengaged from all their Darks, 
and Intricacies, and the Crown letrt with 
Fs © and the G/ory of Righteouſneſs on all 
is Saints: And this becaule it is the Reve- 
tation of the Righteous Fudgment of God ; 
*And then as the wicked ſhall be all in Hor- 
tor, Tribulation, Anginiſh, and Amazement ; 
. So Chriſt will be G/or1fied in the Saints, and 
Admired, in all them, who belicve, who 
have Foreght the Good Figh:, fo as not to beat 
'#he Air; They have run not as Ince tainly, 
and as in Naval Conteſts, have not Sh:p- 
| \erack'd, bur held faſt the Fazzth : And fo the 
Crown Adjudg'd to them by the R7ghreous 
© Fudge of the Combatants, and their AQtivi- 
. ries in and through their great Agonzstbetes, 

Jeſus Chriſt and the ſupreme Agoniſtes, Ma- 

 Rter of All, and cheif Combatanr. 

4. The Apoltle Joyns with himſelf all 
thoſe, who, Love the appearing of Feſus 
Chri/t,as thoſe, whom the Righteous Fudge 

will g7ve the Crown of Righteouſneſs unto , 

' And 


OA Sys eee, SOS ont 


/ 
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And rhis expreſſion offers two conſiderations 
fo us. 

7. That ſeeing, the Apoſtle gives this 
ſhort Charater of Saints in General, ant 
not. 10 particularly, (as Fighting the good 
Fight ; Eimſhing all their courſe, and keeping 
the Faith,) but Loving the appearance of Fe: 
ſus Chriſt , It ſhews, there may be; and 
there is a different eminency of Saints; 
But as they all meer in the Head, Root, 
Corner Stone ; So whatever their different 
meaſures are in making up the ful! ſts 
zuye in Chriſt, yet they are all alike in the 
tg the Crown of Righteeuſneſs ; Ba 
cauſe it 1S all given by grace in Chril 
and ſo the Leaſt, as well as the greatet 
are Crown'd in Him ; He gives the ſame 
Crown to the Laſt, as to the Firſt, even & 
in the Parable, Mat. 20. 

2. In that all Saints Love the Appear- 
ance of Chriſt, it is made certain z Th 
are thoſe, that have Foxghr, Run, het 
faſt the great Depoſitum, Committed to them,ſþ 
as to obtain, and not to be rejected ; the Fazt), 
which gives them the aſſurance,and lifting-up/ 
of the Head at the appearance of the 
great Fudge, and Arbitrator of the Prize, 
and fo they deſire, long for, and Love his 
Appearance ; And thus I have given a breit 


View, and Examination of the words' of 


this Great Text. 


Applic. 


Fx: 
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Applic. That which 1 would now infer 
from the whole diſcourſe by way of DoQtri- 
nal conclufion, by way of Practical enforce- 
ment, by way of Conſolation, relating to the 
particular occaſion,ſhall be. 

Firſt, That we would look to it ; To hold 
the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt in its own Purity; 


For the Goſpel is ſa pure, ſeparate from all 


mixtures, as Si/ver Purified in a Furnace of 
Earth, Purified ſeven Times, that we muſt 
not pervert it any way ; Every Word of God, 
Prov. 30. 5, 6. Much more the Great Go: 
pel-Points : Whoever add to it, or diminiſh 
from it, will be found Lyars vnto it , Blefſed 


are they that z7uft 7x it, It will be to them a 


Sheild of Salvation. As to that Great 
Point, Righteouſneſs by Faith in Chriſt with- 
out works, How ſuddenly do Men flide 
down to Another Goſpel! under the Apoltles 
Anatbema ;, and yer It 1s not another, but the 
clear, pure ſtreams of Goſpel-Truth and 
Grace are hereby troubled ; and the fatis. 
taQion, and comfort of Believers diſturb'd, 
and the Invitingneſs of it to ſtrangers much 
obſcur'd and defiled : Now here in the ſub- 
tility of the Enemies of the pure DoQrine 
of the Goſpel is ſeen ; That they being 
afraid to take up the Infolent, Anti-chriſtian 
Word; Merit, or as the Apoſtle calls it, Debr. 
They would yet Privily bring in ſuch a ſup- 
poſed preſence of works after Grace, as 
ſincere obedience, though not perfett into 
Juſtification, as the- condition.of that Cove- 

2» nant, 


en ee etc. 


ou 1. a6 


_ Eould be no more, then the Figare of Hin 
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nant, upon which it Juſtifics; even as perfect} 


obedience was the condition of the Cove-l 


nant of Works; and yet merit not once 
Named nor Allowed ; Becauſe Adams 
{trength to work by, it he had rightly ap- 
plyed it, was indeed from the Bounty and 
Goodneſs of the Creator ; yet as' in a way 
of Condecency, of ſuch a Creator to ſuch'a 
Creation, 'as the Humane Nature ; that 


came pure and perfe& out of His Hand : 


But what Believers do' is from Grace in 
Chriſt, by and from His Spirit, Vouchſated 
to Sinners, and 16 cannot Merit :- Now this 
hath indeed very great Truth in it , Yet it 
doth not Anſwer the High Expreſhon of the 
Goſpel, excluding all Created, or Creature- 
Rightcouſneſs in the Court of Righreoul- 
ncſs. or Juſtification; and placing all in the 
Righteouſneſs of God by Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt ;- In his obedience, in his Expiation, 
Filling up, and ſo repleniſhing thar Court ; 
That nothing elfe can enter, - bur is kept our 
by the Flaming Sword of the Fiery Lan : 
Yea, Angels that never finn'd, yet Cover thery 
Faces, Eſa. 6. and their Fee?, their Excel: 
lency and: the Naktedneſs, and -Fo/ly of all 
Created Being hetore Increated and cor: 
fiſt in and by Chriſt - Chriſt, as the - Head 
of Amity, and Perſeverance in their Glori- 
ous State ; and Adam, not Flying to it upon 
thoſe tenders of - it tignifid to-Him, as by 
that real evidence of it; That he was, and 


(., 144 : : ; Rf 


that 
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that wastocome, Rom: 5.12. And that His, 
and His Poſteritys ſtanding in Him, was 
only their ſtanding in Chriſt z as this was 
alſo repreſented in thoſe Sacramental Types, 
the Tree of the Knowledee of Good and El, 
Gen. 2. Watning Kim againſt fubliſting in 
Himſelf, as a God Arowrng, .or able tg deter- 
mrne Good and Ev:/, hut to look to the Tree 
of Life, ſo great a Type of Chriſt ; as we 
hnd in the Revelation Nothing therefore 
can enter into the Court of Zuſtification, but 
Poor empty fingle Faith Receiving, Owning, 
Acid ging, Grace z Receiving Grace in. 


| Abundance, (excluding all elſe,) and the Gift 


of Righteouſneſs by Jeſus Chrift alone; And 
to this it is enabled by Grace, and Accepted 
only tor that Righteouſneſs ſake it does re- 
CELVE. | . A 
As to the enforcement by way of AQion, 
and PraCtice, we ſee in this, Great Portrai- 
Qture, the Apoſtle gives of a Man in Chriſt ; 
that Fights the Good Fight Finiſhes bis Courſe, 
keeps the Faith; That a Believer in Chriſt 
is nota Looſe, or an }dle. Slothtul, UnaCtive 
Perſon ; but ſhall appear in that Day, as of 
the Overcomers in thoſe ſo Famed Games, or 
Exerciſes of alt Proweſs, Courage, ACtion ; 
ſo as to. be judg'd worthy of thoſe Crowns of 
which they. were 10. Ambitious,. though but 
corruptible,by the juſtcft Judges, or Atbitra- 
tors of them z So the Saints ſhall be pre- 
ſented before the Father, the Lord Feſus, the 
Eternal Spirit of Holte/s and betore Saints 
2 an 
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and Angels, to the Terror, and Amazement 
of all-the Loſt, as Perſons of diſtin Excet- 
lency ; and the Overcomers, as in the Apoca- 
Iyprtic Expreſſion 1s repeated ; and yet all in 
_ Chriſt, and to the G/ory, and Praiſe of 
Grace in Him ; So that the DoQtrine of Free 
Grace is indeed the moſt Powerful, Effective, 
Fruitful DoGrine of Holyneſs, and ſo is 
moſt Diſcriminative of Perſons in Chrilt, 
and with greateſt ſeverity on. thoſe, who are 
not ; and of thoſe, who ſhall be thought 
worthy of the Crow7r, and who not; and yet 
without the leaft Injury to Free Grace in 
Chriſt. | 

3. Great Conſolation have they, who 
knew our Deceaſed Friend ; who had al- 
ways Admiring, Adoring thoughts of Free 
Grace ; and thereby a great ſenſe of Per- 
felling Holineſs in the Fear of God, but all 
through Chriſt ſirengthning Her ; and in 
Fighting, Running, ho!ding faſt, an Eye to 
the Crown, but as purchaſed tor her by Je- 


ſus Chriſt; and that therefore ſhe Loved rhe 


Appearance of Feſus;, When the Crown al- 
ready received, ſhall with Glory be ſet up- 
on her at that Day, 

That we may yet enter into the deeper 
enquiry into, and conſideration of all this 
Triumphant Declaration of the Apoſtle con- 
cerning Himſelf, and all Saints in that ſu-- 
pn Point ; their receiving the Crown of 

zghteouſneſs ; I will propoſe to give a breif 
rejolurion of theſe following Points. 


I, How 


| 
| 
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x. How in the loſt undone State of the 
Children of Ade, there can ariſe ſuch a 
Generation of Servants of Goa, both more 
eminent and ſmaller in this World. 

2. How, or why they tall all under the 
Prohibition of ſerving God any longer here 
in the World, then the Em7/h1ng ftuch 2 
Courſe of ſervice on ſuch a Meaſure of their 
Line Preſcribed hy God. 

3. Why this Prohibztzon is ſefv'd upon 
them by Death; Two Perſons only, Erol 
and E/:as, and why they only excepted. 

Herein I ſhall with all the care and Cauri- 
on according to the underſtanding given ro 
me by, and from the Word of God Dif- 
courſe each of theſe. 

Pornt. 1. It is indeed the wonder of Di- 
vine Grace, and Power ; Thar there ſhould 


have been, and are ſuch a Generation of the ' 


Servants of God in the World, in every Age 
down to the preſent Time, in the midſt of 
ſuch a World of Men, Ignorant of God, A/7- 
enated from his Life, without God in the 
World, without Chriſt and Enemzes in their 
* Minds; ſo much given up to the World, and 
the Luſts &t it, as to be called ; The World 
and the Men of this World, in a State of En- 
mity to God, and his Kingdom ; the Seedof 
the Serpent, the Dragon, Haters of his Ser- 
vants, and on all opportunities S/ayz2e them z 
as Carr, the Seed of the Wicked one, Did Abel 
in the very Beginning; That yet in the midſt 
of all rheſe, there ſhould be a Generation of 
Men 
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Men and Women, that ſhould be in an igyue- 
ela, 4 courle, a Lincal ſucceſhon of the Saints 
and Servants of God, like the ſucceſſion, as 
in the Hoſe of Levi, of the Preiſtbood; and 
of the H:gh Preiſthood in the Family of Aa- 
ron; the more Eminent, and. the leſs Eminertt 
among the Servants. of (God ; but all x Roya/ 
Prieſthood; or like the Stars of the Fr7/ſt Mag- 
nittale in the Regions above, and thoſe they 
call. the Sporades, the Mulritude of the le: 

fer Stars. | | 
Now the yery Root, and Foundation and 
Corner Stone of all this 1s ; That, Grand E/et 
Servant of God, in whom His Soul deliebt- 
eth; who in Railing up a Generation of the 
Servants of God. dealeth with all mildneſs; 
A Bruiſed Reed ſhall te not break, nor ſmok- 
ing Flax ſhall He quench, but ſhall ſend ferth 
Fudgement unto lruth of Viftory, Ela. 42. 1. 
Thar Servant of the Lord, with the Key of 
Pavid on bis ſhoulder, and ftrengthn'd with 
the G:rdl/e of Farrhfulnefſs and Righteouſneſs ; 
The Nail faſten'd in a ſure place, Eſa. 22. 
20, &c. Upon whom is Hung all the Glory, 
of bis Fathers Houſe, the off-ſpring, and the 
Iſſue; 4/1! Veſſels of Greater and ſmaller 
Dantity, from the Veſſels of Cups, even to 
Al! the Veſſels of Flagons; Had not He been 
2 Servant in the Foundation, There had ne-, 
ver been a Servant of God in the World. Tt 
is He, who hath Loved, and waſhed ;n His 
Blood ;, and conſtituted K7ngs and Preiſts un- 
to God and His Father, Rev. 1. 5: ry 7 
Now 
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Now the Charter of His making Servants 
to God among the Children of Men, was 
given to the Second Adam: Immediately up- 
on the Fall of the Firſt Adam, 1o quick and 
immediate as to ſurprize the Power of Sa- 
than in the Firſt Effort ; when God in a Judi- 
ciary proceſs upon Sathan, Jays, to Him, 
under the diſguiſe of the Sexpert ; I will put 
enmity between thy Seed and of the Woman z 
and this Sced of the Woman,the one See d,Chrilt 
ſhall break the Head of the Serpent, Gen. 2. 
unto pertect Victory z and 1hou ſhall bruiſe 
His Heel , (of which is preſently to-b2 ſpo- 
ken ;/) There mult be rheretore a Seed of 
the Second Adam , Servants of Gold in every 
Generation, who ſhall Fight, Finiſh their 
courſe, Hold the Faith of the Seed of the 
Woman, the Second 4441, the Lord from Heas: 
ven, the Onuickning Spirit, the Samiour to the 
witermoſt, who Lives for ever to make Inter- 
ceſſion, and fo ſuſtains all the Servants of. 
God, commeg 10 God by Him , He Bears them 
up in their State of Prerjthood. as the Preiſ# 
for ever; Conſlituted after the Power of ax 

id/cfs Life, conſecrated by the word of the 
Oath for evermore , the High Preift and Apo- 
file of our Profeſſion, the Captain of our ſat- 
vation, This ſupports the whole State of: 
the Servanis of Gad in all the Service here 
recounted here by the Apoltle ; Fighting, 
Running, Finiſhing their courſe in order to the 
Receromg the Crown ; And thus the Line of 
th2 tucceſon of the $zrvants of God hath 
| been 
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been continued from Adam through all Apes. 
From Adam by the Patriarks, to Moſes, Fo- 
Jhuah, the Fudees, Kings, Prophets, Zerub- 
babe/, and Ezra, 10 to the Great Lord ap- 
pearing in bis Temple, Malach. 3. 1. Then 
the Apoſt/cs, and ſucceflive Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, and the Witneſſes, Revel. 11. 3. in 
the Time of the Apoſtacy; who being the 
Laſt courſe of the Servants of God ; There 
Is an exprels mention of that Firſt Repreſen- 
tation of things ; rhe Serpent early appear-. 
ing, as a Dragon in the S/aying Abel; and the 
Seed of the iVoman, He endeavoured to de- 
vour by making War with them, by the Beaſt. 
Who kills them, and they Tye Dead in the 
fRtreet of the Great City , Till the Spirit of 
Life from God enter into them ; Aud then 
the courſe of things goes on to the Brnding 
the Dragon, Sathan, the O!d Serpent, Chain- 
mng and Sealing un in the Aby/s, in his own 
Hell and Chains of Darkneſs, and then at- 
ter a ſhort Looting to fhew his ever remain- 
ing D:avolick Spirit, we have with all his 
Dead His Final Caſting into the Lake, 
which is the Second Dearth: And thus we have 
the Firſt Point cleared, How comes there to 
be fuch a Line and Succeſſion of th2 Pre:ſts, 
or Servants of the Moſt High God in 1o-D<- 
eneratea Humane Nature ? And how Long ?. 
a till they come into the Glorious Stare 
of being Preiſts of God and Chriſt, and 
Reigning with tm a Thouſand Tears , ſeeing 
Hrs Face, as His Servants ſerving tim _ 
| TER | vi 
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His Name on their Forehzads, and at Laftde- 
liver d up with the. Kingdom to God All in 
All, which is the State of pure, and pertet 
Eternity, Eternal Life in its Higheſt Orh. 

, Point. 2. I come therefore now to the ſe-. 
cond Point z- How comes it to pals, there is 
ſuch a ſtrict Limitation of the Servants of 
God : Firlt under fuch an. Honourable Limi- 
tation, as F:ghting the Good Fight, even unto 
Victory ; their F:ni/hing their courſe, even 
unto obtaining the Prize; and their Keeping 
the Faith, without betraying, Baſely ſurren- 
dring,or having ade Shipwrack of it and fo 
veetiating it before the Righreous Fudge, and 
receiving the Crown at that Day; All theſe are 
Honourable, and yet Limitations ; - Their 
Fight,Courſe, Keeping the Faith are not Leng- 
then'd out to that very Day ; Now of this 
there are very Great Keaſons. .. - : | | 
\ ..,I. The Great Lord of Time hath drawn. 
the whole time with ſuch exactneſs of: WiC. 
dom, and-.Holineſs ; Thar-every thing is in 
irs own Place, Seaton, and Time ; and as it 
fills that up,. and nothing. is wanting, ſo it 
cannot exceed,nor reach beyond it ; And thus 
Every thing is Beautiful in its ſeaſon; Thus 
trom the very Beginning ; Abe/ the Firſt 
Martyr Finiſhed his Courſe, though. ſhort, 
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, 
theirs z In the midſt of whom appeared /#le/- 
. chiſedec, made like to. the Son of God, without 
Beginning of Days, or End of Life, Abridgerh 
a Preiſt AT ata” was not a Type of mm 
| 08 
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507 of God in ſome particutar excellency, but 
He was made like tothe Son of God througent | 
And thus is the Line of every Saints ſervice 
drawn out, nothing can crowd into it ; and 
this Line can by noViolence be cut ſhorter,nor 
can any Leal for Service draw it ont longer ;' 
The only Elett Servant is He, whoſe Service 
hath no Limitation ;; but, as was ſaid, [he 
Son Conſecrated by the Word of the Oath for ' 
evermore ; and conftituted aſter the Power of 
an Endleſs Life: Melchiſedec therefore, who' 
was made like Him,was under no Limitation 
of Service in the Hiſtory we have of Him : 7a- 
cobs Patriarchal Line reach'd even to Moſes, 


_ and there ceaſed; Moſes Faithful in All his 


Houſe Run that whole, and very Great Line 
of Service in the W7/derneſs: but was ſo Li- 
mited, He muſt by no means enter into Cars- 
an,but muſt Dye in the Borders ; And 7oſhu- 
ab muft enrer upon his Courſe ; and having 
ſettled the People of I/7ae/ in Canaan, and 
aitcr the Lord bad groen them reſt round 
about ; He Finithed his courſe. Then came 
on the Days of the 7udges, and their courſe' 
with Samuel reached (with the Intervention 
of Sa/) unto David, who ſerved his Gene-' 
ration according to the Will of Gol; And 10 
the Line came down to Foba Baptiſt Fulfil- 
filling his courſe, as a Forerunner ; and fo to 
our Lord Fejus, who walked, as He faid in 
his courſe here on Earth, (though as the Sor; 
an Eternal Preiſl) this Day, and to Morrow ; 
and the 1h;rd Day ſhould be perfefed. Then 
b the 
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the courſe of the Apoſtles, and the Witneſſes 
under a moſt Definitive Line, as hath been 
1aid : This therefore gives great ſatistaCtion 
in the Term of Life; Calls for Great ſelf: 
Reſignation, and to have our Eye Fixed on 
the Great End of Life, the Line of Faith and 
DerVvice. | | 

It is true, There is a Line allowed to Evil 
Men in their Wickedneſs, and in their En- 
Joyments of their Luſts, and Pleaſures of this 
"World ;, and they cannot exceed it ; Butthis 
is not of the preſent conſideration ; But it is 
moſt necefſlary here to reniember ; 'That the 
Loweſt and Meaneſt, even the Infant -Ser- 
vants of God have their Line and Service, 
and the Juſt Times of it Fixed by God; even 
- as their Reward ; becauſe it"is wholly the 
Reward of Free Grace, It is in the eſflence of 
the Reward equal, as hath been argued. 

2. The Time of the Servants of, God 1s 
therefore Defined, and Linaited ; That it may 
be ſeen, God hath no need of this, or. that 
Servant, or Generation of Servants but that 
He hath ſucteſlive Servants,or Generations of 
Servants ; and He is ſo Far off being /in want 
of them ; That He can'allow them no longer 
Time, how Eminent, now. Excellent ſoeyer, 
then He hath appointed, and reſolved with 
Himſelf; and of Free Grace, as their Honour 
and Priviledge, choſen them unto. 

3. The Servants of God are many; That they 
may reach through, - and unto the Time of . 
his Kingdom ; And each muſt have Hig 
31 "H ID Time, 
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Time ; and each muſt therefore, of thoſe, 
who go before, give way to thoſe, who are 
to follow after; and ſo every one is Limited 
to his own Time ; For though it _— 

thought ; They might be together ; The - 
Wiſe God having appointed -Times more 
Dark, and more Glorious ; How many of 
his Servants are proportion'd to each, He 
ſees, and knows, and ſo Limits accordingly : 
There was one Noah, and no more in the 
Old Warld ; One E/jab only in view, in 
that ſo Fowl Apoſtacy of the Ten Tribes ; 
And when the Light is cleareſt and moſt . 
High, It muſt not be clear Light till his 
Kingdom. The General Afembly cannot be 
before, 10 each Time hath ſuch, and ſuch 
Numbers of Stars, which He zelleth the 
Number of, and calleth them All by their 
Names, and knoweth, what Luſtre of Rays 
and Beams each and "together ſhall caſt ; 
There is a Counterpoizing- conlideration of | 
Wicked Men in the World,. and the Dark- 

neſs, and Fire of Hell, they ſpread z But 
that is not'within the preſent purpoſe. 
4. There is a Gracious Pleaſure-of God , 
Fhere ſhould ſuch Numbers of his Ser- 
yants be all along from Age to Ape with 7e- 
Jus Chrift ther Lord, Philip. 1. Pifſotved 
from Body, and -with Him in Spirit, Abs 
ſent from the Body, and preſent with the 
Lord, 2 Cor..5-:1, Ec. And in their- Houſe 
not made with Mands, Eternal in the Hea- 
vers ; And that our Coil may come and” ths 
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His Saints with Him, Zech. 14. He cometh 
with Ten Thouſand of his Saints, as the Ar- 
mies of Heaven on white Horſes, Bodys of 


theReſurretion waſhed in the Blood of Feſus, 


 zn fine Linnen, clean, and white, Rev. 19. 14. 


To ſhew, This hath been all along from the 
former Times of the World ; There is a Re- 
ception in Heaven Styled, Abrahams Boſome ; 
'A Jeruſalem above, the Mother of us All, 
that ſhall come down from Heaven, Gal. 4. 
With all its Ch:/drex, Rev. 21, There is the 
State of the Spirits of Fuſt Men, Heb. 12. 
Who ſhall be wade perfeit in Bodys, made 
like to his Glorrous Body, Phil. 3. ut. There 


muſt be therefore a Limitation of their Time 


of Service here below ; That they may be 
taken within the Ve:/ and made acquainted 
with the Glory, that is to be Revealed; And 
the Apoſtle Intimates;. Theſe Dead in Chr:ij? 
thall have ſome precedency ; For the Dead 
in Chrift, ſhall not be [> ny by the 
Living Remainzng, as we Tranſlate; bur ſhall 
not be ſomuch.as overtakenaccording to the 
true force of the Original ; we fhall not az- 


tain, or come equal with thoſe afleep, 1 The. 
©. 4+ V- 13. 4 # gee wer, Nallo Modo Afſeque+ 
aur ; Now in all tuch Particularities, God 


is pleas'd to be at Liherty. in dealing with 
His own Servants ; The effential Glor 


, the 
Crown of Rightetuſrefs, the Crown of Life, 


the Crown of Glory being alike, ſure to all : 
And ſo I have open'd the ſecond Point pro- 


pos'd z The Limitation of the Time of the 
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Servants of God, continuing in His Service 
here on Earth ; I come ro the Point 2d. 
- 2. That the Limitation of theirTime is made 
known to them in the manner of a ſevere, 
and angry Proceſs, in the way of, whar we 
Call, a Prohibition, the proper ſenſe of what 
we Trandlate, not fxffered, Heb. 7. 23. And 
this is a Point worthy to he enquired into 
for the' removing the fears of Death, and 
for the Conſolarion of Saints in Death ; 
x.. It muſt then be Acknowledeg'd, that the 
outward Face, and appearance of Death, 
bears the Reſcmblance of a Fudgment, and 
of that Denunciation, Iz the Day thou Kateſt, 
thou ſhalt Dye , Duſt thou Art, and to Duft 
thou ſhalt return. It comes, as a King of 
Ferrors, Fleſh and — is ready to be at: 
frighted ar it ; Lite is naftrally Dear,even to 
the Servants of God; who deſire not to be v7 
atoathed ; They defire to continue in the Ser- 
vice: of God here, but when they are raiſed 
by Highcr Conſiderations of being preſent 
with the Lord, Clothed upon with their Houſe 
from Heaven, they even delire to-be Diſſolved. 
And 'it cannor be denyed ; That God doth in 
the Dying of his Servants bear a Regard to 
that Juſtice, and Truth of His Word; Thar 
when $77 came in, Death came an and paſſed 
upon All, becauſe All have ſinned, Rom. 5. 
$2. Wheu the Servants of God therefore are 
wart and zealous, and lively in his Service, 
"Often: there comes. a Probidieinn 3 Thou 
mayelt no longer continug in my oa ice 
2067: pp ; ere, 
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here ; like the command to Ao/es, to anoing 
Eleazar and: to ſtrip Aaron of his Prieffly 
Garments, who was preſently to Dye z APro- 
hibition to Meſes,to carry Iſrael! over Fordan, 
but to come up to Movnt Nebo and to Dye 
Dent. 33. God plainly fent to. Hezekiah, to 
ſet His Houſe in Order and to Dye ; againtt 
- which Prohib:t:o7 that it might be under, as 
it were an Arrelt of Judgment, He ſo ear- 
neltly Prayed. : 

Ir is therefore to be duly conſidered 
Thar for the Diſplay of the Judgment, and 
Indignation of God againſt fin, and hecauſe 
of the preſent State of the Saints unaer a 
Remaining Body rf. Sin, and fo of Death , 
and in the preſent Stare of this World, tull 
of Sin and Evil, and of ſo many of the 
Children of Adam, Children of Death, even 
of the Second Death ; In the Wiſdom aad 
Holinefs of God, It was by the Counſel of 
the Father, and the Son, that Death ſhould 
continue, and have the Face of a Judgment, ,, 
and of a Legal Prol15:tion to continue wn 
the Service of Got any longer on Earth ; Till 
the Kingdom of _ Chriſt, the Kingdom of 
. Redemption ſhould bring in a Stare of the 
Livmg Saints,then Remaining being chaxg'd, 
and nor ro Dye. 

2. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Becauſe the 
Children were Partakers of Fleſh and 
. Blood, He took pari of the ſame, that 
through Death, He might ſubdue Him, that 


bad the Power of Death, that is, the Deva! z 
and 4 
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and De/rver them, who all their Life 
were ſubject to Bondage by reaſon of the Fear 
bile z and now therefore Death came 
upon Him with the Violence, and Terror of a 
Fudement from which He was taken and from 
Prifen,F14.53.8. By, the Mighty Power of his 
Reſurrection ; It becomes all His to ſubmir 
then to the Face of. a Judgment in Dying,that 
they may be conform'd to their Captain and 
from the Firlt Boro, Heb; 2-14, -. --_ 

0b). It may be ObjeGted againſt this neceſſ- 
ty of Dying, How were thoſe rwo Enoch, and 
Elias, exempted from that ſentence of the 
Righteous, and Holy Law, that is ſtretched 
our ſo upon all; ſeeing ſin had extended it 
ſelf on them, as well, as on others ? 4 

Anſw. The Death of Jeſus Chriſt, ſtood. 
as a Full Ranſom, and Price of Redemption 
from the very firſt promiſe, fo that it is not 
indeed a Point of faſtice or of the Truth of 
God « That Believers in Jeſus Chriſt are 
terved (as I may 1o ſpeak) with a Proh:bztr- 
an by Death , but a Wilz, and Holy Diſpen- 
fation of Government with Relarion to the 
Servants of God in the preſent World ;' 
where therefore, in that wiſe Government , 
God thinks fit ; there might be ſuch an ex- 
emprion from rhe General Statute of Dying, 
or Prohibition by Death, as of Enoch and 
E!iab , and many more Examples of ſuch 
Exemptions, there might have been, it He 
had ſeen Good, having received ſuch full fa- 
tiSlaCtion ro his Law, and to his Juſtice ; 

an 
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and He hath. ir in reſerve an Univerſal Ex- 
emption at the Kingdom of Chr ift, the King- 
dom of Redemption; when the Apoltle ſays, 
We ſhall not all dye, but we ſhall all be chan- 
ged , and , he prefaces before it ; 'Beho/d L 
ſhew you a myſtery ; And I am much per- 
{waded and even aſſured ; Theſe two were 
Types of the Living, Remaining caught up; 
to meet the Lord in the Air, 1 Cor. 15. He 
delivers wp the Kingdom to God, even the 
Father, and hath put down all Rule Autho- 
71ty, and the /aſt Enemy and caſt it into the 
Lake, Rev. 20. ult. When the Gentle Hand 
of Power1hall Tranſpoſe the Saints ; as the 
Great Prophet Enoch, -of the Lord coming 
with Ten Thouſand of his Saints, and the. 
Living Remaining changed, and the Flames 
of 'Fire upon Al! Enemies, ſhall convey 
them as in Eljabs Chariot to Heaven. 

2. The Judiciary :part of - Death is abſo- 
lutely removed 5 For the Sting of Death is 
977, and the flrength of Sin ts the Law, 
but thanks be to God who hath given ws the 
Vitory through Zeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 15. 12. 
So that Death is to Saints, a /eeping in Fe- 
ſus, a Rejting from Labours, an. entring n- 
to Reſt, a becoming preſent with the Lord 
A berng with Chriſt, a being in Paradiſe, a 
being clothed upon with our Houſe from Hea- 
ven. And to ſhew, It was not a Deadly 
ftroke ;. Before rhe | Pronunciation 'of that 
Univerſal Probibrtion of continuing here , 

| (x Duſt 
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Duſt thou Art, and to Duſt thou ſhalt Re-- 
turn ., Death was more gently expreſs'd, 
and with aflurance of Vifory ; The Wo- 
mans Seed ſhall break the Serpents Head, 
but the 'Serpent (hall only Bruiſe the Heel 
of the Womans Seed. | 

Applic. 1 will now by way of Applica- 
tory Review, cloſe the whole ; How fit 
this Context of the Apoftle is to a Dif- 
courſe with Relation to the Death of one, 
or more of the Servants of God, appears 
by the Apoſtles Preface to it; I am even 
now as it 'were already, as in Conformity 
to my Great Lord Offered, and Sacrificed, 
as a Martyr, and the Tmme of my Diſſoln- 
t10on is at Hand ;' and fo He goes on, 1 
have Fought, &c. As if He Preached his 
own Iwneral Sermon, while Living, and a 
Great one it is; but it hath its Principal 
jenſe in Chriſt; and in God ; as appears 


in the following Part of the Chapter, v. 


17. wherein we have this Great acknow: 
tedgment, that in his Fighting the Good 
Fight, and Finiſhing ' his Courſe, the Lord 


food with Him, ſlrengthened Him ; that by 
Him the Preaching might be Fully known, 


nd the Gentiles hear, and the Lord De- 
hivered Him, out of the Mouth of the Ty- 
en, the Lord would deliver Him from eve- 
” Evil Work, and preſerve Him. unto His 

eavenly ' Kingdom, and to. Him he aſcribes 
#he Glory of AJ for Ever ,, ' And rk 
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cludes all we _ all, wa Lops the 
_ appearing of Feſus Chriſt, this High Elog:- 
= OT A or? Pte elſe I muſt ac- 
knowledge, I have. no Opinion of the 
Large Encomiums, or Prailings uſed in Fu- 
neral Sermons, obſerving the Grand Exem- 
plar of them ; Gods Gracious Remem- 
brance - of ' Moſes, John 1. Moſes my Ser- 
vant is Dead and no more, and yet that 
Fixed ſo Daſhing a Charatter of Honour 
upon Him ; that He is remembred by it 
to the Laſt, Rev. 15. 1hey Sang the Song 
of Moſes the Servant of God, and of the 
Lamb : But this of the Apoſtle Joyned 
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with that of Heb. 7. 23. Gives me ſuch' 


a Hiſtory of the Life and Death of 
Saints ; That I cannot, but Recommend 
it to all the Servants of Chriſt, as the 
moſt excellent Rule of Life, and as the 
Ground of the molt Confolatory Hope 777 
Death, and that the very Diſcourſe of 


it may be upou the Deceaſed Chriſtian ) 
Friend a Memorial of Honour; And ſo/ 
I moſt Humbly Recommend it to the 


Relations of all the Friends of the ſo 
many lately Removed Servants of God, 
and of this Particular one, 'the occaſion 
of whoſe Death it is Publiſhed ; through 
Him, who though the Erzernal Liver, as 
' the Son of God without Beginning, or 
End of Days, yet in our Nature Became 
| Dead tor our ſakes, but behold hb is 
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Alve - for Evermore ; Even To! have ae” 
his Servants , Reaſon to fay, Even ſo + 
Amen. And He hath the. Keys of He, 
and Death ; Let Him Lay His Hand on 
his , Servants of God- in this Diſcourſe; 
and Bleſs it ro Them and to his Ser- 
vants of all States and Conditions ; ſaying: 
unto them, Fear not. And to Him be 


Glory for Foer. 


